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N the thrice renowned iſland of Cicilia, 
I which being ſituated in the center of the 
Mediterranean Sea, is moſt. gallantly 
embelliſh'd with the treaſure. of Ceres and 
Flores, before ever the pride of tyrannizing 
Spain inſulted in thoſe quarters, there ſome- 
times reigned a virtuous and valorous king, 
nam'd Druyno; whoſe ſkill in martial 
affairs, and knowledge in induſtrious ſci- 
ences, did no leſs daunt the courage of his 
profeſs d enemies abroad, than with content 
ſatisfy the expectations of his loyal Subjects 


at home. 


# 1 
e * 
6 
o 


Having a long time liv'd, with 6 eat SER * 


tiful queen Gratiana without iſſuß, Peg 
daughter to Polydore, king of Barbafiz, ad 
at laſt in his declining years, when reafon 
would have induced men to belieye that his 
| A | ban 
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las, if ſhe had heard this report, would 


4 _ The Gardenof Love, ond 
boary hairs betoken d an approaching death, 


a gallant ſon, to the no little joy of his 
aged father, and no leſs Tejoycing of his 


loyal ſubjects; who in the congratulation 


of the nativity of their young prince, ſo mag- 
nificently ſolemniz'd his birth with ſuch he- 
roical triumphs, that all foreigners being 
ſpectators of their voluntary grandeur, might 
juſtly conclude them to be rayiſhed in an 

extaſy of contentation. {1 
The prince being to be baptized with 
ſuch magnificence as was agreeable to his 


royal extraction, was by his royal father 
and mother nam'd Thalmeno; and being 


nurs'd with care, and diſciplined in martial 
exerciſes, he was at the age of ſeven years 

rown ſo great a proficient in the ſchool of 
Bellona, that all the aſtrologers at that time 


did perfectly prognoſticate, that his princely 
perſon would at the age of reaſon, un- 


doubtedly merit to be triumphantly crown'd 
with the laureat garland of Olympian fame. 

Beautiful he was of complexion, . more 
exquiſitely reſembling Adonis than Paris : 
Courteous he was of demeanour; for his 
benignity ſurpaſſed the affability of Alex- 
ander; and exceeding diſcreet he was of 
capacity, for from his eloquent tongue 


dropt the inchanted phraſes of admired De- 


moſthenes. So that as nature had ſurpaſſed 


her ſkill, in framing him outwardly moſt 
excellent, art likewiſe had beſtow'd her 


chiefeſt curioſity in embelliſhing his mind 
with the prime of ingenious induſtry. Pal- 


have 
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have prais'd_ his perfections : Juno, if ſhe 
had view'd his perſon, would have forſaken 
her Jupiter; and the Syrens themſelves, 
had they fix'd their eyes upon his features, 
would have withdrawn their melody ſrom 
timorous Ulyſles, and turn'd the harmon 

of their voices to inveſt. only” Thalineno 


their favourite. 


He in the bloomy 1 time of his ten- 
der juvenility demonſtrated ſo many virtuous 
actions of his princely forwardneſs, that the 


king his royal father, rendered millions of 


thanks to the ſacred Jehovah, for bleſſing 
him with ſo ſweet a ſon; and his joyfu U 
Cicilians yielded devout gratulations to 
zoddeſs Fortune, for affording them fo 
allant an heir to their flouriſhing empire. 
hich heroical young prince, being the 


map of modeſty, the patron of piety, and 
the flower of magnanimity, had no ſooner 


heard time ſound the fifteenth year of his 
age, .but fixed his mind upon renowned tra- 


vel, and did upon the rock of his valorous. 


reſolutlons, ſo conſtantly determine to ex- 


periment what the event of his princely for- 


tunes might produce, that youthful, yet ma- 


jeſtical deſires fill kindling within the em- 


bers of his heroical affection, did at laſt fo 
flame to the abſolute fire of deſperate de- | 


termination, that, come life or death, 


Thalmeno reſolved, and in refolving, vow d 
to withſtand the blaſts of Boreas, and paſs. 


the ſurges of Neptune, the better to adorn 


ltorchouſe of his royal fancy, with the 
AG _ ſtrange 
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ſtrange accidental ſights of ſome foreign no- 


=_ 


velties. | . | 
But millions of doubts began to incum- 


ber his aſpiring imaginations z for firſt, con- 


fidering, that to depart without leave were 
to bereave his father of his only comfort ; 


and to forſake Cicilia, were to withdraw 


his ſtaff of conſolation ; which premiſſes 
conſidering, he reſolv'd to bury his military 


reſolutions in the grave of oblivion : So 


that ſmothering up the ſubmiffive motives 
of obedience in the concave of ſelf-will, 
and pricking forward his ſenſes with the 
dignify'd ſpurs of honour, he laſtly reſolved, 


that to maugre the effects of fortune, or the 


treachery of time, very ſoon to depart. 
But this his private reſolution was not 
ſo ſecretly conceal'd, but the news thereof 
reach'd the ears of his couſin Palmo, being 
the only ſon to Blithgora king of Egypt, 
who being extraordinarily well pleaſed with 


the report, could reap no perfect reſt, till he 


had engag'd himſelf a participator of his 
couſin's adventurous proceedings: Where- 
upon finding Thalmeno in a deſolate ar- 
bour, he very familiarly diſcovered to him 
the news he had heard of his deſign'd in- 
tentions ; which Thalmeno no ſooner un- 
derſtood, but he was overjoy'd that he had 
found ſo princely, a partner of his future 


fortunes, and to the purity of his affectio- 


nate entreaty, moſt ſoon condeſcended : So 
that each taking a page, with ſuch ne- 
ceſſaries as were befitting their voyage, they. 
very Cloſely, in a night, when the moon 
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being overſhadow'd with obſcure clouds, 
and ſeem'd to condeſcend to their reſolutions, 
moſt ſſecretly departed, directing their courſe 
to Trapani, one ef the chiefeſt ports in 
Cicilia; where finding an Argazil ready to 
ſet ſail, bound for the country of Arabia, 
they inſtantly imbark'd themſelves, rejoy- 
cing that dame Fortune had ſo ſoon pro- 


vided htem a ſpeedy paſſage, without making 


the king or the court acquainted with their 


pretenſions. Soon were theſe two tender 


princes miſſing, and for their abſence, what 
forrowfut mournings, melancholy: aggrava- 

tions, and diſtemper'd dolefulneſs was in 
all places, but eſpecially in the palace royal, 
I: refer to the: diſcreet reader's impartial 
cenfure. And in that reſpe& that our hiſ- 
tory depends not on their bewailings, but on 


the adventurous proceedings of our bloomy 


young princes, I will for a while leave their 
forrows to be comforted by virtue of pa- 
tience, and return again to the common- 
wealth of Neptune, whereon theſe our 
princely partners fail'd ; who appearing, up- 
en the deck, not only reap'd the pleaſure 
to ſee the Armatho furiouſly cut the ſurges 
of the ſeas, but alſo enjoy'd the prerogative 
of delectable exhilaration, in beholding the 
fruitful gale fairly blow the ſwan-like fails 
from the tall maſt: Which ſo long laſted, 
that in time they were fortunately come 
withia knowledge of their deſired port, 
whereat the whole company, but eſpecially 


our two young princes, rejoiced ; they forth- 
with rendered many millions of thanks to 


A'4 - divine 
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divine Jove, that ſo favourably had bleſt 


them with the wiſh'd for ſucceſs: Who 
leeing their Argazil at an anchor, and ha- 
ving inveſted themſelves with other gar- 


ments, did thereupon deſire the maſter to 
ſet them aſhore, which immediately was ac- 


compliſned; at whoſe triumphant departure 
the mariners let fly ſuch a thundering peal 
of ordnance, that the report. thereof re- 
bounding from the concavity of the cliſty 
ſhores, not only made theſe our valorous 
martialiſts tremble, but alſo terrify'd Bel- 

lona herſelf, being reſident in the citadel 
of her celeſtial monarch; but the ſmoak be- 
ing evaporated with the frethneſs of the 
furious wind, our princes inſtantly attain 
the ſhore, and royally rewarding. the boat- 
ſwain's gang, they betook themſelves to 
their deſperate adventures; where thro' the 
African deſarts, they ſolitarily ſo long tra- 
vell'd, that at laſt, being deſtitute of food, 
and not finding wherewith to ſuffice nature, 
in reſpect theſe parts were not inhabited, 


they paſſionately tracing theſe unknown 


groves, very lamentably began to exclaim 
upon the inhuman diſaſters of their miſe- 
rable calamities; but in vain, for they 
eſpy'd no food to repleniſh. their hungry ap- 
petites, unleſs to have fed upon unknown 


roots, which were not agreeable to their 


palates; but hoping e're long to harbour 
themſelves in ſome homely cottage, where 
with ruſtical fare they might appeate their 


hungert upon the foundation of which hope, 


e tO 


2dvancing their pace, they at laſt cam 
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the deſcent of a deep valley, where, with a 


faint courage, very penſively walking, they 
through a thicket of an ancient foreſt, eſpy d 


the architecture of ſome domeſtical manſion, 
which to their ſorrowful contemplations, 
produc'd unexpected encouragement; but 


reſuming courage to themſelves, thereunta. 


directed their courſe ; where, being to the 


outward gate arriv'd, they beheld a famous 


caſtle, but ſo ſolitary ſituated in the center 


of the foreſt, that the wind piercing moſt 
dolefully through the branches of the lofty 
cedars, made ſuch a mournful murmur, t lat 


the dolefulneſs thereof drove our two young 


princes into a fit of effeminate deſpair ; but 
at laſt, hunger ſo far conſtrain'd them, they 
reſolv'd to enter; where opening the out- 


ward gate, they paſs'd the firſt court with- 
out eſpying any; and entering the ſecond, 


they heheld a delicious court, moſt inge- 
niouſly pav'd wito curious marble, which 


very ſtately was circumferenc'd with a ſump- _ 
tuous arched gallery, prop'd up by pillats 

of bright ſhining alabaſter; caſting: their 
eyes a ſmall diſtance, they eſpy'd a lady, 


ſweet and amiable, why under the ſhady 
leaves of a fig-tree, fat recreating her ſenſes 
with the ſweet ſound of a well-tun'd lute, 


to which the joyn'd her raviſhing voice, 


and harmoniouſly breath'd out theſe ſor- 


rowful verſes: 


Ah!] gentle ſleep, thou eaſer of my woes, 
Softly and quickly let my eyes diſpoſe. 
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Themſelves to pleaſing ſlumbers, that I may 

In dreams poſſeſs thoſe joys deny'd by day: 
oys, Which if real, were to that degree 

So great, were only fit for gods, not me: 

Then ſince prince Mædor does no pity take, 

Let me but dream, I'd never wiſh to wake. 


The which, as ſoon as ſhe had ended, 


repeating over divers t mes the name of 
Medor, one might eaſily perceive many 
cryſtal tears diſtill down her vermillion 


cCheeks, as alſo hear many deep ſighs which 


or at leaſt believe, that in equity and reaſon, 


her perplex*d heart ſent forth, as teſtimo- 
nials of her tormented paſſions; and there- 
withal lifting up her eyes towards the ſeat 


of her celeſtial maker, being overwhelm'd 
with too many inſupportable forrows, ſhe | 


inſtantly fainting to the ground, fell into 
a dangerous trance. Which tragical object 


our two princes perceiving, haſtily ſtept to 


her aſſiſtance, and raiſing her from the flow- 
ery bank whereon ſhe fell, they uſed ſuch 
preſervative means for her recovery, as 
their unſkiiful, tho? willing induſtry, could 
afford them; ſo that in time, by good for- 
tune, ſhe again recover'd ; and ſeeing thefe 
two ſtrangers before her, ſhe was ſurpriz'd; 
and having anger ſeated on her brow, 
— ni ww M2... 
GEndemen, for ſo your aſpects invite 
me to term you, if you knew how di- 
vinely quiet I endur'd this deadly flumber 
into which I was entered, I abſolutely know, 


you 
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you would have refrain'd_ from diſturbing 


me, and permitted me to reap the benefit ot 


my conſolation ;, but fince. things. paſt can- 
not be recall'd, becauſe accidents ònce pro- 
duc' d, do ſoon. fly. far, having time's 
wings, I will, on. condition you immediate- 
ly depart, for this your firſt offence, not 
eſteem you guilty. I have here wholly be- 


taken myſelf to ſorrowfulneſs, and have lon: 
| ſince devoted my zeal to the ſhrine of diſcon- 


folation ; my deſire is neither to ſee nor be 
ſeen, but rather to lead the pilgrimage of 
my life from the fight of any. This ſoli- 
tary place I have elected for my habitation ; ; 
and here, unleſs death prevent my, preme- 
ditations, I refolve to wait the return of a 
dear friend of mine, which inconſtant for- 
tune many months hath detain d from me. 
I. in reality hate the ſight of any, and for 
his fake loath the proſpect of ail, There- 
fore, at the requeſt of a ſorrowful lady, I 
beſeech you delay not to depart, that ac- 
cording to my accuſtom'd manner, I may 
ſincereſy, upon the altar of his abſence, de- 
voutly ſacrifice my affectionate ſighs, in 


Phe that till death, in the garden of my 


maiden amity, the. ſemb.ance of his ſelf, and 
idea of, his. perfections, ſhall, to . EVEE- 


laſting comfort, immortall y4 douriſh. | 


The princes i attentive ears likened 


to the effect of her ſpeeches, and having both 


ery lowly made their obeyſance, Thalmeno 


ae hinafel to her:: 


: Madam, 


1 2 The Garden of Love, and 


"us Man, Ir our ſudden arrival hath pre- 
=_ - judiced your ſorrowful deyotions, + or 
tai you 1 performing thoſe vows to 
him, who is happier than any of his fellow- 
creatures, in being beloved by ſo much vir- 
At tue as dwells in you ; we are are ready to 
11 acknowledge our defect in being ſo pre- 
ſumptuous, and expreſs our ſorrow ; but 
fince the purity of our pretence may 'plead 
for the excuſe of our rudeneſs, and the in- 
nocency of our reſolutions, crave remiſſion 
for our boldnefs, we doubt not, but when 
hearing of our ſorrowful relation, you will 
in equity afford us e gracious pardon, 
and bury all our offences in the e of 
oblivion. 3 
To give yon an ett madam, of our 
extraction: : We are both princes, and one, 
heir apparent to the crown of Egypt, and 
the other to the diadem of Cicilia z our 
names Palmo and Thalmeno, who in the 
prime of our minorities, refolved to travel, 
and ſo privately embarking ourſelves, with- 
out leave of our royal parents, we of late 
arrived in the next bordering harbour; 
ſince which time, as faithleſs and erroneous 
fortune guided us, we ſtray'd into an un- 
known defart, where theſe three da 
have dangerouſly travelled, without foding 
ſuſtenance to relieve our hunger; fo hn 
at laſt, ranging the folitary foreſts, we for- 
tunately arrived to this your caſtle: Our 
deſign, madam, is not to incur your ing 
nation, but earneſtly to implore your relief, 
chat, in paying the debt we owe to nature, 
| 1 


and the occaſion, why, with numberleſs 
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we may avoid the 'tyrannizing_empire of 


death, which moſt inhumanly doth now be- 
gin to reign over us; which if Fer gentle 
pity extends itſelf ſo far, we ſhall conti- 

nually remain ſervants both to your bounty 
and beauty; and till the period- of death, 
hold the term of our lives as again repur- 


chaſed by your majeſtical merits, and like- 
wiſe depart when it ſhall pleaſe you to com- 


mand us. 


The lady pondering upon theſe deplo- 


Table ſpeeches, very ſoon conceived in her 
breaſt a motion of relaxation, ſecretly in- 


ſpiring her to entertain them with all agree- 
able curioſity : So that taking of them 


kindly by the hand, ſhe conducted them to 
| very ſumptuous dining-room, and com- 
manding her virgins to furniſh the table with 


ſuch as her ſolitary habitation could afford, 
they very orderly, without any prolix cere- 
monies, fell hungrily to their meat; till 
repait being done, and the princes ſatisfied, 


_ Thalmeno ſtill burning with defire to know 

the effectual cauſe of this lady's deſolate 
"retirement, with a princely grace, continued 
his preceding diſcourſe. | 


Madam, If the repetition of your misfor- 


tunes renew not your grief, or the diſplay 


of your ſorrows, increafe not your diſcon- 


ſolations, I ſhould eſteem it a great hap- 


pineſs, might I obtain ſo much favour at 


our fair hands, as to inform us why you 
make this deſar t your: domeſtical manſion, 


ſighs, 


hiſtory of my, as yet, tragical misfortunes. 
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ſighs, you repeat the name of Medor. In- 
deed, madam, ſo much beauty and divine 
perfections ſhould rather befit a monarch's 
court than a rural habitation, and a prince's 
| bed than a pilgrim's cottage ; but experience 
teaches us, that all are ſubject to fate, and 
none exempted from adverſity; for as ſoon 
the prince as the peaſant, the lady of ho- 
nour as the pooreſt virgin, are or may be 
croſs'd with Cupid's darts, the ſting of ſor- 
row, or the tyranny of misfortune; there- 
fore, dear madam, if any of theſe offenſiwe 
accidents have befallen you, with the fove- 
reign ſalve of patience fo mollify your paſ- 
ons, and raze out your ſorrows, that the 
reſidence of aggravation may not over-top 
the bloſſoms of your flouriſhing juvenility, 
and fo tragically bring yourſelf to the un- 
timely end of a deſperate martyrdom. _ 


Prince Thalmeno having ended his ſpeech, 
the lady made him this anſwer: : 
M OST virtuous prince, I will inform 

you, that I have long fince loved a 
noble cavalier; his name I ſhall forbear 
mentioning, by reaſon the motive will re- 
new the birth of my accuſtomed diſconſo- 
lateneſs, yet in reſpect you ſhall nat con- 
demn me of perverſe ingratitude, 1 will, if 
you pleaſe to attend my arrival, go to my 
cloſet, and there conſtrain my trembling 
pen to ſet forth the ſecrets of his miltreſs's 
ſorrows, and in effect, to diſcover the ſole 


Our 


— 


Our two young princes rejoycing at this 
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reat favour, accepted of her kind proffer ; 
and ſo having familiarly ſaluted each other, 
ſhe immediately departed to her cloſet z 
but by that time an hour was ſpent, the 


lady deſcending the ſtairs, preſenting her- 
= felt to their views, delivered herſelf in this 


ſhort ſpeech : "a 

Mo: renowned princes ! to ſatisſy your 
2 earneſt demands, here take this ſcroll, - 

wherein, though rudely, yet ſincerely, I have 


| demonſtrated the cauſe of my retirement, 


and penned down the griefs which in hcart 
I do more than foirowfully endure. My 
preſent wealth is ſuch, as I cannot atford you 
many gifts; yet, as a teſtimony of my zea- 
lous affection toward you, take this provi- 
ſion, and ſmall ſums of worthleſs gold to 
ſupply your neceſſities, when any future oc- 


caſion ſha.l preſent: What incommodious 


entertainment you have met withal in this 


caſtle, I pray forget with favour, or what is 
| wanting of reſpe& of me, I beſeech you 
| remit with partiality, in recompence where- 


of, I will ſacrifice my devout, prayers for 
the eſtabliſhing of your proſperity, and be- 
ſeech heaven to ſend you a moſt fortunate 
and ſafe return; in hope whereof, betaking 
you to your journey, and myſelf to my ac- 
cuſtomed cell of ſolitarineſs, I moſt dole- 
fully, in all honour, take my ſorrowful leave. 


Thalmeno and palmo receiving the ſcroll, 
with tears in their eyes, kiſſed her mourn- 
ful cheeks, and ſo rendering her millions of 

— thanks 
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thanks for their unmerited courteous enter- | 
tainment, - moſt ſorrowfully departed, di- | 
recting their courſe to a very high moun- 
tain, whoſe top having attained, they burn- | 
ed with deſire to peruſe the ſcroll, that at | 
laſt, caſting themſelves on a green bank, 
_ embelliſhed with the effence of many dia- 
per'd flowers, under the covert of a ſtately 1 
pine- tree, whoſe branches were likewiſe ap- 
parelF'd with a fummer's veſture ; taking the | 
ſcroll, and opening it, found theſe lines 
contained in it, | | 
A Dmured princes ! for your virtuous and | 
heroick qualities, being you have re- 
queſted my abrupt muſe, to relate to you 
the occaſion of this my ſolitary retirement; 
know valorous princes, I am Florina, the 
only daughter of Agenor, king of Numidia; | 
who attaining to the perfect age, wherein: 
nature ſeems to triumph in the delectable 
pleaſures of nuptial ceremonies, I was fought 
for in marriage by divers princes, both of. 
Africa and Europe; whereof, as the king 
my father affected ſome for their private 
wealth, ſo others. I hated for their publick 
enormities, in ſuch ſort, that to be plain, 
J could not eſteem of any with whom T 
was contented to fintſh the remainder of this. 
f my terreſtrial pilgrimage 3 by virtue thereof, 
1 I ſome two years remained without either 
fixing my eyes upon the influence of love, 
or ever devoting my breaſt to the ſhrine of 
affection, But at laſt, Cupid ftormed. at 
my liberty, and Venus at my ſingle eſtate, 
| N COILED . acknows 
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ledging that there was no life but love, nor 


no Paradiſe but the pleaſure of marriage, 


they ſo bent their invective ambition a- 
gainſt my innocency, that at laſt, by the 
means of fortune, which had intruded her- 
ſelf in the union of their ſimpathy, they 


unexpectedly, to my father's court, ſent a 
lovely young prince, named Medor, being 


ſon and heir to Orlando king of Biaſara, 
which prince being penetrated with the 
flying report of my worthleſs perſon, came 
to Numidia, to proteſt himſelf my ſervant; 
upon whoſe beautiful aſpect I no ſooner 
fix'd my eyes but I immediately felt the 
flames of fancy ſparkle within my torment- 
ed breaſt. On the other ſide, prince Me- 
dor ſo often frequented our royal palace, 
that at laſt, if his proteſtations Were un- 
feigned, he repoſed his bliis in my beauty, 
and reaped his chiefelt pleaſure in enjoying. 


my defired preſence : So that time did, by. 


reaſon of many amorous glances, ſo firmly 
unite our affections with combined ratifi- 
cation, that in few days, I became miſtreſs 


of his thoughts, and he maſter of my ima- 
ginations. 


But now deſpiteful deſtiny began to diſplay 


I part of his infidelity, ſor the news of this 


our late familiarity being noifed throughout 
the court, did at laſt arrive to the king, 
my father's ears, who raging at this unex- 
pected event, by reaſon he bore malice to 


Orlando prince Medor's father, reſolved 


not only to nip the bloſſoms of this our 


tender affections in the April of their mino- 
b rity, 


is Thc Garden of Love, and 


rity, but alſo to blaſt the buds of our love 
in the ſpring-time of their juvenility; in 
purſuance whereof, ſending for prince Me- 
dor before him, ſo check'd him up with 
thundering threats, and frown'd at him with 
invective ſpeeches, that in ſhort, though 
prince Medor began with a pithy oration to 
plead for himſelf, and in his defence to 
_ deſcant upon his unmerited cruelty, he not 
only commanded him to filence, but alſo 
charged him to depart the territories of his 
oo RB on rn 
An infortunate fentence for ſo ſweet 2 
prince! and moſt infortunate, becauſe, be- 
ing conſtrained to depart, he left me deſolate 
in the ſtormy {urges of perplexity! Then 
after the king my father had bereaved me of 
this my princely lover, within vhoſe breaſt 
I repoſed my happineſs, being not appealed 
with this inhumanity, but ſtill ſeverely de- 
termining to inveſt me with the recogni- 
Zance of his wrath, he ſo cruelly uſed me, 
and fo unnaturally reſtrained my liberty, 
that I could not one minute reap repoſe of 
my imagingtions, but continually lived in a 
nioſt tormented calamity ; in reſpect where- 
of, ſacrificing my oraiſons upon the altar 
of prince Medor's abſence, and devolving 
my contemplations to the beautiful idea of 
his excellencies, accounting courtly joys 
vain-glorious trifles, and a princely life 2 
ſplendid miſery, in a cymmerian night, 
which ſeemed to allow of my reſolutions, I 
departed the corut, and betook myſelf to the 
eſtabliſhing of ſo ſorrowful a life: So at laſt, 
Lo | fortune 
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fortune reſolving to aſſiſt me in my miſery, 


very happily made me retire hither; which 


ſolitary caſtle doth. ſo correſpond with my 


5 2 
3 


mournful fancy, that for the ardent af- 


fection which I bear prince Medor, I firm- 


2 ly reſolve either to attend his expected ar- 
rival, or elſe to finiſh my days in manifeſta- 
tion of my fidelity. Therefore, dear princes, 


attribute my diſobedience. to my parents 
a favourable cenſure, and T reſolve that 
what my pen proſcribeth, my capacity ſhall - 
perform; that is, immortally to remain 


faithful to prince Medor, or everlaſtingly 


Medor, that by 


unfriendly to myſelf. ; 


Which ſcroll they had no ſooner perus 


| fed, but pitying the eſtate of the ſolitary 


lady, they in ftantly vowed to range the 
confines of Africa, in re- ſearching prince 
their friendly diligence, 
Florina from her deplorable condition might 
be delivered: By virtue of which infus'd 
reſolution, raiſing themſelves from the ver- 


dent graſs they at laſt, with familiar amity,; 
proſecuted their journey in ſuch a pleaſant 


manner, that Phoebus adorning the day 
with his radiant beams, they traverſing many 
lofty mountains, and plea fant valleys, at 
laſt, towards the approach of drowſy Veſ- 
per, arrived to a filver fountain o'erveil'd 
with a canopy of a ſprouting cypreſs, who 
frizling his curled locks, took this cryſtal 
ſpring to be his reflective mirrour, whereon 
with Narcifſus, delighting to gaze, he con- 
tinually trimmed himſelf in his nn 
N llt /. 


N Ze Garden of Love, aud 
lity. Many angelical nymphs they likewiſe 


ſaw circumferencing this fountain in a dance, 
who reſembling Daphne, had their ſplendent 
hair dallying with the neQar-breath of ami- 
able Zephyrus, being all apparell'd in crim- 
ſon robes, - embroidered with lillies and 
cowſlips ; who no ſooner beheld our two | 
chevaliers approaching, but thinking that | 
the ſheperds and fatyrs had ſent them as 
ſpies, thereby to intrap them in ſome txaite- 
rous ambuſcado, they forthwith flew thro? 
the thickets, far ſwifter than ever did Ata- 
lanta, when ſhe ran with Hippomenes : 
Our princes ſeeing this amorous troop fled, 
were exceeding forrowful that their arrival - 
| hindered their paſtimes, ſo that ſaluting them 
with a ſhrill hollow, and perceiving none 
returned, they inſtantly fate them down up- 
on the brim of the fountain; where ga- 
thering many daffadillies and other flowers, 
they dipping in the orient water, therewith 
beſprinkled their faces to refreſh their ſpirits; 
fo long, till reflecting their ſight upon the 
excellency of the neighbouring paſture, 
they at laſt cfpy'd a verdant tent, on whoſe | 
lofty turret a ſnow white enſign flourifh'd F 
in the air; whereat admiring, becauſe the 
could not conjecture what this delightful | 
object ſignified, they both very joyful 
directed their courſe thither; which no 
ſooner they approached, but they perceived 
it to be an eglantine bower, beſpread with 
colombines and damaſk roſes, fo that burn- 
ing with deſire to ſurvey every part of it, | 
my at laſt reſolutely entered; where 2 | 
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beagle, with Argus eyes, vigilantly 
faluted them with his ſhrill} barking note, 


which arowſing a nymph his miſtreſs from 
her repoſe, at this unexpected alarm began 


to tear through the bower. 
and 84 
wwo phos'd their fore-paſt malice to a future 
that ſympathy, ſo ordain'd, that her amber locks 
4 


te- 


But Venus and Diana, having metamor- 


ſhould be entangled in the Eglantine briars; 
whereat our princes taking hold of her looſe 


| garments, did, notwithſtanding her force, 


compel her to ſtay; but the nymph think- 
them to be Apollo. and Jove, who 


ginity on earth, bitterly cry'd out, and mi- 
ſerably tore the treſſes of her hair in a rage, 


the which our princes perceiving, with 


fair exhortative ſpeeches began to appeaſe 
her aggravation, requeſting her oniy to con- 
duct them to ſome adjoining cottage, where 


for that night they might aſſuredly reſt in 


ſome peaceful tranquility. Whereat this 
jolly nymph raiſing herſelf from the earth, 


and returning them millions of thanks, be- 


ole i decking her lilly countenance with a cherry 


h'd | 


| complexion, very freely conducted them 


through the woods and foreſts, where many 
troops of light-footed ſatyrs ran before as 
triumphant heralds to proclaim them paſ- 


| ſage; ſo long till radiant Titan flying the 


zenith of our horizon to light the obfcure 


| antipodes, ſhe at laſt brought us to a ſump- 
tuous palace, whoſe pyramids and towers 
| Joftily preſumed to elevate the tops in the 


azure ſkies; the glorious fight whereof, 


made 


22 The Garden of Love, and 
made them to conjecture it to be that ad- 
mired palace of Felicia, ſo much dignified 
by the pens of civil and prophane poets; 
for the walls were of gliſtering alabaſter : 
the gates of cryſtal, the pavement of the 
black jet, intermix'd with azur'd marble, 
the battlements of refined gold, the arches 
of ſtately eg the windows of tranſ- 
parent diamonds, beſet with carbuncles and 
faphires, and the roof of vermillion coral, 
wrought checkerwife, with orient guards of 
ſilver: the interior lineaments owed no- 
thing in correſpondent to the outward edi- 
fice; for the portals and galleries were of 
white ivory, the bedſteads of clarent amber, 
the coverlids and curtains of green damaſk, 
imboſſed with emeralds and chryfolytes, and 
the tapeſtry of crimſon velvet embroider'd 
with amethiſts and pearl: In the ſpacious 
court and delicious bowers which Flora had | 
adorn'd with the treaſures of her painted dra- 
pery were likewiſe many curious fountains, 
ſome convey'd thither by the inſtin& of 
nature, and others they erected by the in- 
genuity of art. There you might have ſeen | 
3 rais*d aloft upon a ſtately pillar, with 
a bow in one hand, and a banner, wherein | 
was character'd chaſtity in the other; from | 
whoſe alabaſter. paps the water, ſweet diſ- 
tilling, was by her nymphs in cryſtal veſlels | 
receiv'd, and fo artificially convey'd to the 
fountain's center: And alſo another, where | 
Pallas, Minerva, and Juno, do from their | 
beauteous breaſts rain veins of water upon | 
the faces of Daphne and Philomela; the 
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| which entering their coral lips, do diſtill to 


the concavity of their chryſtalline paps, 
from -wlience with a ſtern countenance they 


| furioufly_ ſpout it in the eyes of inhuman 


Jupiter, and luſtful Texeus: Alſo upon 
the borders of theſe fountains are growing 


tial muſick, according with the waters 
murmur, doth yield forth many raviſhing 
tunes of angelical melody; ſo that there 
wanted no ornaments to make this ſump- 


tuous palace a terreſtrial, paradiſe : It was 


impaled with lofty cedars, fenced draw 
-bridges, and impregnable bulwarks, as 
allo circumferenced with curious rivers, 
within whoſe filver ſtreams many ſnowy 


| ſwans moſt pleaſantly imbathed themſelves ;_ 


ſo that our two princes with their nymph, 


being arrived to this dignified palace, were 


forthwith met by an encient matron, who 
ſeeming to be the lady thereof, very kindly 


| bad them welcome: Her habit of a ſable 


hue, having her ſnowy hair hanging down 
| ſeem'd to be nipt by 
yet in the lineaments of complexion 
lay furrowed the anatomy of an indifferent 
countenance : The arches of her ſorrowful 
2 were over-veil'd with a crimſon dye, 
rom out whole conduits it appear'd many 
briniſh tears had had their iſſue, which de- 
ſolate lady, after having had ſome con- 
ference with theſe our unknown princes, and 


reſolutioens 
. 8 | 


The Garden of Love, and 
reſolutions were devoted to travel, ſhe with 
a faint voice deliver'd herſelf. Wee | 
Courteous friends, for ſuch I hope you 
© are, fear not to enter this palace, but ad- 
« vance with freedom; for your eyes ſhall 
be preſented with ſuch delightful objects, 
c as ſhall both pleaſe your thoughts, and 
c folace your contemplations .. 
Whereat ſhe abruptly broke off, and ſo 
as faſt as ſhe could, fled to the foreſts. Our 
princes ſeeing the ſudden departure of this 
ancient lady, exceedingly admired what this 
unlook'd for novelty meant; but at laſt 
arming their reſolutions, with courage, as 
alſo ſeeing the ſable night begin to o'er-veil 
the element with obſcurity, taking leave of 
their nymph, -they boldly entered, where 
no ſooner they had paſt the outward gate, 
but they were forthwith met by two glorious 
virgins, who ſaluting them with a ſmiling 
countenance, arm in arm 'moſt lovingly 
conducted them to. a ſtately theatre, where 
they beheld many amorous ladies and cava- 
liers circumferencing themſelves in adance : 
Having for a while filled their eyes, they 
then by the ladies were conducted to a very 
rich bed-chamber, where divers frolick- 
ſome ſparks were unchaſtly courting their 


beauteous miſtreſſes, and in ſuch an indecent 


manner that Veſta, nay, Venus herſelf, 
could ſcarce refrain from bluſhing at their 
immoderate familiarity. Being glutted with 
variety of unchaſte proſpects, they were at 
laſt, by many radiant tapers lighted to their 
| Chambers ; Where, to paſs away the tedi- 
| | ouſneſs 


with 
ere proffer d to bear them company; but 


you pu 
ad- With carnal enchantments, had their im- 
ſhall Moveable reſolution character'd upon ho- 


and unexpected civility, very virtuouſly craved 


d ſo Elves, they were inſtantly again ſollicited 
Our 
this 
this 
laſt Meditations aſleep; their breaſts were na- 
„ as edly unmaſk'd to the ſpectator's eye, where 
-vell | 
ye of aps ſwell and fink at an inſtant, as bein 

here Wſpired with the luxurious wind of unſa- 
te, able deſire. Immodeſt ſmiles they had at. 


rate, 

ious Emmand, and with the hyæna their eyes 

iling WÞrted. forth a prejudicial ſummons ; their 
ngly arments were both gay and looſe, in all 


here 
-ava- ties; and their gliſtering locks moſt vi- 


ouſly ſported with their chryſtal com- 


Sur young princes, altho' ardently tempted 


y two tender virgins, who bringing two 
ory lutes in their hands, with their melo- 
ious muſick, thought to lull their pre- 


tly correſponding with their inward qua- 
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uſmeſs of the night, two laſcivious ladies 


their abſence; when thinking to xepoſe them- 


ne might apparently behold their alabaſter 


NCC . » 

they exions, as the amiable fetters of Juſt to 
very Mchant the approachers. 1 
lick- But neither their ſyren deceitful melody, 
their Meir venomous glances, nor their alluring 
cent Wcivious geſtures, could either with Circe, 
rſelf, Warm the genius of our princes, or elle, 
their Wth Medea, inchant their generoſity to 
with ge beyond the bounds of modeſty ; but 
re at We two religious pilgrims, they valorouſly 
their Wght againſt vicious concupiſcence, and, 


tedi- 


dently devoted their zeal to the ſhrine of 
iſneſs „„ B N 


* 


„ Virtue 


26 The Garden of Love, and 


to ſuch a tempeſtuous confuſed chaos, as i 
if the Atlas of the world had in the viva- 8 


tion, behold there inſtantly. appeared to 


_  Jpair, with an angelical voice pronounced | 
theſe lines: 


virtue: So that not regarding their ſmiles, 
nor efteeming of their temptations, they | 


_ refolutely thruſt them out of their chamber, | 
and fo ſecurely locking and bolting the | 


door, betook themſelves to reſt. 

But Morpheus had not long detained their | 
ſpirits in delicious ſlumber, but having con- 
tracted his influence with the inſtinct of 
celcſtial deity, they were in the depth of | 
their nocturnal ſleep arouſed by a hideous | 
clamour, which rattled in the palace with 
ſuch a thundering noiſe, as if the fabiick, | 
nay, foundation thereof were ſubject to a 
fudden revolution; grievous groans were i 
plenty, cries were common, and all diverted 


as 


City of his fury ſummoned the confines of 
the earth to the dreadful day of judgment: 


| Whereat our to young princes, as having 


their obtuſe ſenſes repleted with fear, and 
their heroical fortitude daunted with puſilla- 
nimity, inſtantly left their beds, as if they 
had been tranſcending to the infernal con- 
cavity of obſcure Acheron; thinking that 
their glaſs of life was already run, and that 
inhuman Thanatos had now taken his ty-W 
rannical darts in his hand to finiſh the period 
of terreſtrial cataſtrophies. But, whilſt be- 
ing thus in the ſuppoſed way to deſtruc-W: 


them a delectable dwarf, apparelled in crim- 
ſon, which to evaporate: their timorous de- 


CR Fy 


been deluded with invaſions. 


Fly vice, fly ſin, fly earthly vanity, 
And with a martial courage fear diſplace ; © 

| Detract no time, but with celerity, | 
Come, view the beauty of dame virtue's face. 


Our princes ſeeing this pretty pigmy, and 


{with adviſed deliberation pondering upon 
the etymology of his ſpeeches, could not 
at firſt refrain from being aſtoniſhed ; but- 
Hat laſt ruminating more ſeriouſly which bo 


to elect for their ſecurity, they both at la 
reſolv'd to follow the tender guide, thereby 
to free themſelves from the peril of this 
ſtratagem: Upon which reſolution arming 
their courage with magnanimity, they, as 
having Pegaſian wings, flew through the 
courts, directing their pace to a lofty moun- 


*Wtain, from whence they eſpied this glorious 


palace to be ſuddenly ſwallowed up in the 
earth's concavity, and in ſuch an admired 


manner, that no appearance of foundation 


remain'd, but was utterly raz'd out, as if 
the being thereof had never been erected: 
Which proſpective accident our princes could 


not at firſt believe, but inſtantly thereupon 


ſurmis'd that their eyes and imaginations had 
The dwarf 
perceiving their doubtful perplexities, ran 


away from them, and to comfort their. paſ- 


ſions, the old forlorn lady which they firſt 


met, again preſented herſelf to their views; 


and ſo, after having lewly faluted them, 
very mournfully uttered this ſpeech'; 


B2 _- My 


28 The Gardenof Love, and 


M* ſons, ſays ſhe, my name is Virtue, 
of my own authority have invented 
this tragedy for your advantage ; the glori- 
ous manſion which you have ſeen deſtroy- 
ed, was the palace of the folly, wherein 
only remained the imps of luxurious ini- 
quity; who pampering up Juſtful Cytherea, 
were always perſecutors of chaſte Diana; 
my ſociety they ever diſdained, and con 
tumelioufly ſmother'd my temples with the! 
contagious inceſt of debauchery ; amongſii 
which diabolical regiment perjury was fa- 
miliar, ſwearing no fin, pride a pearl, luſt. 
a lord, ambition a faint, and treachery a 
goddeſs; but now, my ſons, their immo- 
derate pride is paſt, their unchaſte deſire 
extenuated, their fanatical oaths drowned, 
their aſpiring ambition evaporated, their 
graceleſs treachery aboliſh'd, nay, and all 
their obſcene actions with themſelves, ut 
terly deſtroy'd, and furiouſly ſent to the, 
infernal pit of everlaſting perdition; there 
fore beware by their ſubtle devices, and lei 
the mirror of their misfortunes ſerve as ani 
inſtance to impale you within the circum 
ference of piety; and to the end, that be 
ing abſent, you may ſtill ponder and pre- 
meditate upon exhortations ; here take this 
paper, and obſerve ſuch counſel as I have 
therein preſcribed, | . | 


Which having ſaid, ſhe in the twinklingY 
of an cye elevated herſelf in the air, and 


ſo a cloud oferveiling her in the cinctureſ 
| „„ 0 
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pf his embracements, ſhe immediately W. 


rtue, Fiſhed. 

ntedY Our princes aſtoniſhed hereat, took up 
lori-* the paper, and opening it, found theſe rules 
troy-Montained in it. 


1. Build the foundation of thy faith upon 
1 purity and picty, that thy zeal be not eclip- 
ſed with the contagion of idolatry, but 
Father perfumed with the ſweet incenſe of 
I Gncerity. 
2. Let deyout prayers be a mediatrix be- 
een heaven and thyſelf : For it is the moſt 
Bilured ſtep to obtain felicity. 

3. Conceal thy ſecrets in the cloſet of thy 
preaſt, leſt raſnly diſplaying them to others, 
mo- hou produce the prejudice of thine own 


«I 


eſire Franquility. 

ned 4. Fly ambition, as the poiſon of this” 
theirfenſe ; and deteſt envy, as the canker of 
d ally contemplations. 


5. Gaze not on beauty, leſt it ingender re- 
entance ; but loath a laſcivious courtezan, 
s the ſcourge of iniquity. 

6. In thy actions be faithful; leſt being 
mlemiſh'd with reproach, thou N 5 
Feputation. 

7. Honour thy prince as God's anointed ; 
Ind if occaſion preſent, live and die for thy - 
ountry. 

8. Deteſt vain glory, as the venom of 
n, and aboliſh ſuperſtition as the cloak of 
angodlineſs. | 


klin 


ctureſacred influence thereof tended to the eſta- 
0 B 3 : bliching 


wy Which having read, and knowing the 


I 


30 The Garden of Love, and 
bliſhing of their celeſtial tranquility, they 
ſo imprinted it in their memories, as it fu- 
turely ſhould ſerve for a fenced circumfe- 
rence, to retain them within the confines 
of piety: ſo as triumphing that fortune 
had preſented them with ſo ſacred an in- 
ſtance, they very joyfully departed. But 
when Aurora, the daughter of Thetis, had 
no ſooner ſkipp'd from the bowers of Nep- 
tune, and ſaluted the excellency of tranſ- 
plendent Phoebus, but our princes afreſh 
prepared themſelves for their journey: 
When early in the purpled morn, when the 
radiant Titan begins to give his welcome 
to the verdant mountains; ; the ſatyrs, fawns 
and nymphs, danced through the foreſts, | 
and doleful Philomela warbled forth her | 
tragedy ; they were by a ſoft wind, which} 
cauſed the tender leaves to quaver, made 
acquainted with the pleaſant ſound of a 
ravith'd cornet; the delicious tripple ha 
whereof, redoubling through the thickneſs off 
a curled grove, there next adjoyning, gave 
ſuch a graceful harmony to the aforeſaidf 
melody, that our princes were perforceſ 
conitrain'd to find out the ſaid unknown; 
excellent Orpheus, to the end he might for 
a while recreate their diſtemper'd ſenſes, with 
3 rare exquiſiteneſs of his praiſe-worthyÞ8 
: And ſo directing their courſes by their 
* ear, they At laſt arrived to thei 
proſpect of a fair valley, in the midſt there- 
of ran moſt leiſurely a ſilver ſtream, whoſe 
banks in equal diſtance were beſet with 
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| of, they might afar off eſpy the yellow 
citrons naturally 


growing: Which de- 
lightful pleaſant proſpect ſo well contented 


their youthful imaginations, they bent their 
courſe directly to the ſaid arboury ; where 
entering, they eſpied this famous muſician, 


a beautiful young boy, apparelled in white, 
and crowned with a laurel garland, and ſet 
upon a flow'ry bank, cloſe by the river's ſide, 


| unto whoſe melody moſt attentively liften- 


ing, they at laſt in a fragrant bower of eg- 
lantine, eſpied an aged father, which as it 


{ feem'd by the furrows of his face, had in his 


| beard deſcended 


force 


10wWnl 


it for 
with 
orthy 
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here- 
vhoſe 
With 
here- 
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tender years endured many diſtaſtful cala- 


mities; his habit was of black ſable, which 


reaching not ſo low as his knees, was about 
his waiſt begirt with a willow ſtriple; his 
viſage was pale and wan, and his ſno 

almoſt to his ſorrowful 
middle; in his hand he held a brazeil 
ſtaft, which was the feeble- ſupporter of his 
withered age; and before him, on a table 
of ſwan-like alabaſter, lay open Burton's 
anatomy of melancholy, gilded and extra- 


ordinary beautiful, whereon in reading, he 


ſolitarily buſied the chimera of his torment- 
ed brain; which proſpect as. ſoon as our 
princes eſpied, being tranſported with deſire 
to know the cauſe of his diſconſolate retire- 


ment, they boldly entered: Where inter- 
rup ing him from his earneſt ſtudy, prince 


Palmo addrefled himielf to him as followeth : 

< Moſt venerable father, if our auda- 
cious arrival have diſturbed your ſtudy, or 
our preſence. your patience; we beſeech 
B4 pou 


phyſiognomy they were from ſome noble 


which ſeem'd to embelliſh his ſpeeches, re- 
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to pardon the firft, though a raſh attempt; 


and excuſe the ſecond, as being an unwil- 
ling enterprize. Travellers ears are, you 
know, lovers of novelties, and are as ear- 


neſt in ſatisfying their curioſity, as the An- 


tipodes is of the ſun's brightneſs, there- 
fore, reverend fir, we earneſtly beſeech 


_ to relate to us the occaſion of this 


olitary retirement, and the motive which 
induced you to embrace this auſtere life; 
and alſo to afford us ſo much favour, as we 
may under the ſupport of your goodneſs, 
erect our reſidence, for a while; and ſo 
avoiding the ſcandalous imputation of va- 
gabonds, betake our reſolutions to the ob- 
taining of peaceful tranquility,” - 


The ancient father perceiving by his 
ſpeeches, that he had been train'd up in the 
ſchool of virtue; and alfo judged by their 


extraction, very freely, but with a gravity 


turn'd them this friendly reply. 1 
© Gentlemen, your arrival hath neither | 


| diſturbed my ſtudy, nor your preſence pre- | 


judiced my patience; for as my nature is 
not attractive to ſeverity on the one fide 
fo an the centrary, I make uſe of the other 


at leiſure; therefore to my ſorrowful cell | 


you are both very welcome ; and in reſpect 
a friendly demand deſerveth a familiar reply, 


know gentlemen, that the bower which I | 
have here cauſed to be erected within the | 
incirculets of this fruitful grove, I make my 


retiring 
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& retiring place, when paſſionate fancies begin 
to ſurround my diſtemper'd ſenfes. This 
boy being an orphan, for charities ſake. I 
have cauſed to be inſtructed in ſhrill muſick, 
to the end that when my eyes with over- 
much reading, he may with his loud me- 
lody arouze my ſpirits from the thoughts of 
E lumber, and ſo put me in mind of my ac- 


cuſtomed duty, which in heart I immortally 


owe to the forrowful ſhrine of my dead 


faint, which whilſt ſhe lived, I affected more 
| dearly than myſelf; and being now dead, 


will honour with ſuch ardent fidelity, that 
future ages ſhall have meritorious inſtance, 
to acknowledge, that till death, and after, 
to my fair Excellina I remain'd compleatly 


1 & conſtant. 


Ah ſweet Excellina ! which ſacred name 
when I repeat, enforceth my cordial blood 
to diſtill from my ſorrowful heart, and alſo 
my briniſh tears to deſcend my penitent 
cheeks ;, ſhe ! oh ſhe ! was the only daugh- 


ter of a valorous knight, whom I long court- 


ed with unfeigned love, and at laſt having, 
received many bitter repulſes, obtain'd the 
enjoyance of her gracious aftection ; where- 


of her ſhrewiſh ſtep-mother being by miſ- 


fortune thoroughly advertiſed, as one that 
rather ſought her ruin than advancement, 
ſhe ſo ſeverely watched her, and moſt in- 


| humanly uſed her, that her father being ab- 


ſent in a far journey, ſhe moſt tyrannouſly 


immur'd her up in a veſtal dungeon; where. 


ſeeing ſhe could by no means obtain a ſight 
of me, in bitter anguiſh, bidding the world, 
| ax but 
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but moſt chiefly me, farewell! Mott dole- 
fully yielded 015 her due; in remem- 
brance of whom, at the end of this grove, 
in a fragrant valley, I have, as duty and | 
love prompted me, erected a tomb, where- 
unto, till the period of my days, I have | 
vowed daily to offer her not only my devout | 
oraiſons, that J may quickly follow her, 
but allo my throbbing highs, as repentant 
witneſſes of my calamity : Therefore gen- 
tlemen, if you pleaſe to afford fo much 
time to walk thither, your eyes may be ſpec- 
tators of that which I have with grief and 
aggravation diſcover'd to you, and after give | 
you ſuch inſtructions in your travels, that 
doubtleſs,” if the celeſtial influence croſs not | 
your fortunes, you ſhall find them very pro- 
fitable to you, and in your atventures no 
way prejudicial.” 
The two princes returning him thanks for 
his proffer'd civilities, very willingly to his 
demand, ſoon condeſcended, and fo walk- 
ing through ranks of lofty cedars, which | 
with their verdant branches beautify'd the 
adjoyning ſilver ſtream, they at laſt arriv'd | 
to a ſacred chappel, which with alabaſter 
walls cireumferenced that glorious tomb; 
where entered, they eſpy'd it fo adorn'd | 
with munificent curious workmanſhip, that | 
the view thereof drove them ſpeedily to ap- 
proach near to it, where they beheld the | 
body of it to be of dove-white ivory, whoſe | 
cover ey, Ca radiant jet, and upon it the | 
picture of Excellina in crimſon coluurs, moſt | 
ingeniouſly portrayed, and under her feet, 
5 _ 
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in characters of gold, enamell d with arure, 3 
$ I this epitaph : th | | 


Within this i ivory nk doth iow * 
The phoenix of pure modeſty, 
Sweet Exceiline ! whoſe beauty rare 
With Helen's fame may well compare: 
Nay, Helen's fame ſurpaſſing ſure, |. 
Wich did the Grecian's love procure; 
Being in Jove's imperial ſight 
A nymph excelling Juno bright: 
Cut off by fatal ſalters three, 
In ere of love's plaudite. 
Therefore if any paſs this way, 
And with penitential tears do pray, 
That ſhe may in the Elizian plain 
Until eternity remain; 
Still crown'd. with heart's delicious j joy, 
And freed from rage of dire _; 


Which epitaph they having no ooner 
read; ; as allo renewing the tomb and her 
_ effigies, they very ſorrowful departed to find 
cout the ancient mourner, who purpoſely 
attending their coming, took them by the 
hand, the tears appearing in his eyes, with _ 
| ſome faltring in his ſpeech, he continued . ; 
his diſcourſe. 

Ah gentlemen | [ my grief i is ſuch, that 1 
oath my life; and were it not too oſlenſive 
to my ſoul, I could willingly be inſtrumen- 

tal to my own untimely martyrdom, but - 
alas! I know that that would be a ſacrifice - 

too abominable in the ſight of heaven; 
Which! is the onyr rein that withdraws me from 
executing | 
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7, executing my refolutions; for though I 
live, I live diſcontented, and by my death 
my grief would enjoy a period, ſhould 1, 
= the moſt miſerable of all mankind, be the 
| occaſion of ſo much virtue's deſtruction ? 
Or, by my means ſhould ſo noble a virgin 
de deprived of her future felicity; no Del- 
mon, reſolve not to live, but die in me- 
mory of her martyrdom ; for ſo ſhall thy 
aggravations end, and thy everlaſting joys 
- commence.” = es 
Our two princes, ſeeing him launch out 
ſo far in the diverſity of amorous ſorrow, 
thought it requiſite to recal him from his 
"paſſionate ſadneſs; and interrupted him, 
1 Thalmeno began as followeth: | | 
Fo © Venerable fir, I ſhould think the effects 
4 of amorous contemplation ſhould. be now, 
through age, purg'd from your memory, 
and the remembrance of paſt pleaſures dryd 
up in oblivion; for it is not for you who are 
ready to ſalute the grave, to ſacrifice ſighs 
to Cupid ; but rather for juvenile blood to 
fight under the banner of beauty. Remem- 
ber therefore with yourſelf, that Venus 
Apellet's boy was painted with freſh colours, 
and not with a wither'd viſage; and though 
Vulcan offer'd to the ſhrine of Juno, yet 
he at laſt acknowledg'd his fault, and was 
for his ſimplicity laugh'd at by Jupiter: 
Therefore, fir, conſider now with your ſelf, 
that that fair Excelline whom you ador'd, 
is now extinct, and cannot now by any 
mortal means be again revived ; in reſpect 
whereof, pray dry up thoſe tears, and forget 
TEL any 


— 
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1 | 1 7 any more to devote your oraiſons to the 
ath image of Cytherea; thus fighting againſt 
| 1, concupiſcence, your actions may approve 
the you to be unſpotted for the celeſtial regions, 
and while tracing on this earthly vale of 
7 miſery, to obſerve a bliſsful gracefulneſs of 
aged ſtaidneſs.“ V | 
Delmon perceiving he was anſwer'd ſome- 
thy what roundly, inſtantly wept afreſh, becauſe 
oys their exhortive ſpeeches touch'd him to the 
quick: But at laſt comforting his ſorrowful 

out , mule with patience, he with his tears re- 
Ws gqueſted them to enter his cell, and to accept 
his of ſuch homely fare as his poverty could 
im, afford, whereunto they - willingly agreed; 
and fo deluding the time with a familiar 

xcts conference, they a long time ſolaced them- 
, ſelves in amorous prattle, till at laſt repaſt 
ry being ended, ande the princes ready to de- 
y'd part, Delmon, with as much freedom as his 
are paſſion would permit, at their farewell gave 
ghs them theſe inſtructions. e 

to Heroick gentlemen, ſeeing your reſo- 

m- lutions are bent to travel, I ſhall inform 
by you, that ſome leagues from hence in the 
IrS, kingdom of Zanfara, reigns the famous 
igh Brilion, whoſe virtue doth no leſs rejoyce 
yet his ſubjects, than his valour doth daunt his 
vas enemies; rewarding each according to his 
er: 8 merits, and retaining no honour. from thoſe 
elf, who demonſtrate their actions to be deſolate 
d, magnanimous; ſo that for wiſdom he may 
ny well be efteemed a Solomon; for majeſty a 
ect | Cziar; for proweſs a Scipio; and for be- 
get nignity an Alexander: His court may = 


marr ow 
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. be term'd the rend2zvous of the flower of 
cChivalry; for there are always reſid nt abun- 


dance of cava icrs; which as they eſt em 
diſcretion a chief point of valour, ſo they 
are no ways backward to adventure their 
| hives for the eſtabliſhing of their fame; their 
ſenators likewiſe are both grave, politick 
and provident ; which from the ſincerity of 
their coniemplations, account ambition a 
heinous. crime, and treachery a deadly fin. 
The paſtors alſo are both zealous and ven- 
turous, admoniſhing their flocks, not like 
Baal's prieſts, to place their religion upon 
diabolical idolatry, but to ground their zeal 
upon that celeſtial temple, whoſe foundation 
and. pavement; is faith and purity; - whoſe 
doors and arches, devotion and amity; 
whoſe pillars and windows, piety and ſin- 
/ cerity ; whoſe galleries and towers are glo- 
rification and humility: their ladies and 
damſels are likewiſe both gracious and fair, 
and generally ſo chaſte, as if Diana and na- 
ture had ordain'd them with the pride of 
their excellency ; being of geſture, modeſt 
of capacity, quick of quality, kind, and of 
| behavicur, courteous. oo ous 
Therefore, gentlemen, if you direct your 
courfe thither, you ſhall generally ſee each 
live by the fertileneſs of his own land, each 
reap the fruit of his own vine, and content 
fit ſmiling in every corner: There may you 
| baehold the fragrant fields, adorn'd with their 
"  _  verdant veſtures, the lofty trees with their 
| gay garments, and the deliciqus arbours 


with their diaper'd treaſure of Flora; 10 


ſo 
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r of alſo the mountains o'er-veild with ſnow- 
bun- 1 white flocks, their meadows with the riches 
tem of Ceres, and their vallies with daffadils 
they Wand prime flowers. In their parks you may 


their ſee regiments of fallow deer running un- 
their © taken; - and in their foreſts you may behold 
tick 5 roeps of nymphs trace unraviſh'd ; and to 


ty of | ve brief, on every buſh harmonious birds 
on a warbling forth their melody.“ 

in. Thalmeno and Palmo perceiving that 
ven- Delmon had finiſh'd his ſpeech, being tranſ- 
like ported with the report of fo dourithings" A 
upon kingdom, giving him thanks for their kind 
zeal entertainment, and for his virtuous exhor- 
ation WW tations, very joyfully departed : where tra- 
vhoſe velling a long time theſe unknown” coun- 
nity 3 i W tries, they at Wat very fortunately arriv'd at 
ſin- the chiefeſt city of Zanfara, where the court 
glo- then was; and taking up their lodging in 
and Wthe beſt inn which the city did afford, the 
| fair, ¶ there ſome days reſted, to refreſh themſelves 
d na- Hof their forepaſt troublelbine travels; and 
de of 1 having, as was requiſite, given almigh- 
odeſt ty Jove moſt humble thanks for their ſafe 
nd of ear they betook themſelves to their pri- 
vate parley, where Thalmeno began as fol- 
your lows: 

each Dear couſin, We are now in a kingdom 
each far from our native country; and therefore 
ntent it behoves us to ſettle our proceedings upon 
y you the main of ſome reſolution, to the end we 
their may futurely avoid the receipt of enſuing 
their W misfortunes, therefore underſtanding that 
bours the king exceedingly delighteth in heroical 
| 5 AS} 


virtues, it were not in my e unfit ta 


etake 
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betake ourſelves under the umbrage of his 
ſervice, where cheriſhing our valorous mag- 
nanimity, we may produce the demonſtra- | 
tions of dignify'd princely atchievements, | 
whoſe effectual apparitions in the eyes of all 
ſpeCtators may juſtly purchaſe us the title of 

_ gallant admiration.* _ 

Prince Palmo hearing Thalmeno utter” 

this reſolution, very inſtantly returned him 
this anſwer: 

„Moſt affectionate couſin, I agree to 
what you are pleaſed to determine; there- 
fore let us ſet apart all delays, and proffer 

 Gurſelves to the king's ſervice; this day I 
underſtand he hunts in a foreit near adjoyn- 

ing the court; where if you pleaſe, we may 
preſent him with a ſubmiſlive ſupplication, 
thereby to intrude ourſelves within his 
princely ſervice; but let our names be ob- 
ſcured under the cloud of ſecrecy; ſo that 

Thalmeno may be termed Thalmo; and 
my name of Palmo changed to Plivio; juſ- 
tifying ourſelves to be knights of Arabia.” 

This plezfant invention was well liked of 
by Thalmeno, ſo ſolacing their fancy, they 
ſorthwith indicted this ſupplication, which 
by a young knight, they ſent to the king' S 
majeſty, the tenour whereof follows: 


To the moſt puiſſant, famous and flouriſh- 
ing prince Brilion, king of Zanfara. 


| Royal Sir, 
17 JOUR magnanimous fame by the herald 
+ of report, has arriv'd to many cavaliers 
ns in ſuch a FIN, that they 

not 
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not only admire at your princely valour, but 
likewiſe wonder at your virtuous animoſity z 


| ſo as their thoughts burning with deſire to 


be made poſſeſſors of your gracious preſence, 
and their reſolutions flaming with applauſe 
to be ſpectators of your heroical actions ; ; 
they have upon the altar of fame, long ſince 
devoted their reſolutions to direct their courſe 
to your country; amonſt whom, we Thal- 
mo and Plivio, two knights of Arabia, our 
capacities being penetrated with the report 
of your affability, have undertaken this 
journey, to be made ſpectators of your re- 
nowned perſonage; fo that being arriv'd at 


| your flouriſhing palace, we moſt humbly 


beſeech you to accept of us into your digni- 
fy'd ſervice; afſuring you that our valour 
and fidelity ſhall be ſuch, as fhall teſtify our 
refolutions to take their off- ſpring from 
magnanimity: So imploring your majeſty | 
to admit us into your royal ſervice, and to 
honour us with that title to be inveſted your. 
ſervants, we in all humility proftrating our 
lives to your gracious command, remain, 
Your majelty” s moſt devoted vaſſals, 
Tha'mo and Plivio. 


The ſupplication was no ſooner i . 
to the king, but forthwith he commanded 
the two foreign knights to be admitted into. 
his preſence, where. ſaluting them in ſuch a 
manner equivalent to his royalty, he very 
courteouſly accepted of their voluntary ſer- 
vice; which famous acceptance adding a 


plauſible hope de to our beine 's expectations, 
| made 
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made them conjecture, they were now 
mounting the ſteps of honour: But to con- 
clude, their valorous actions, virtuous de- 
meanour, gallant comportment, heroical 
courteouſneſs, and princely. gravity, did fo 
conquer the affections, not only of the king, 
but of the nobility and gentry likewiſe ; that 
in a manner all the iſland of Cicilia eſteem- 
ed them worthy the prize of Olympian vic- 
tory ; which by often demonſtrations of their 
gallantry, did ſo gain the king's favour, that 
1.0 he preferred them both, and appointed 
Be Thalmo to attend on the princeſs Athelia 
WES: his daughter; and eſtabliſhed Plivio to be 
governour of Ithaca caſtle, wherein the fair 
pPrinceſs Merſilva, daughter unto Samor, 
þ king of Bohemia, was retain'd 7 75 
but leaving Plivio and the princeſs Merſilva, 


1 to fortune's protection, we will for a while 
1 diſcourſe of Thalmo and the fair Athelia. 


1 In a pleaſant morn, before the pearled 
1 dew was exhal'd by the ſhining rays of gol- 
3 Pe „ den Phoebus, when the fragrant flowers were 
Aa.ipplaying the pride of their beauty, and the me- 


lodious birds on the ſwelling buſhes, ſtraining 
1 forth their melody, it chanced that Thalmo, 
1 being captivated with the beauty of Athelia, 
| his princeſs, betook himſelf into the fields, 
as well to refreſh his tormented mind, as to 

make the flow'ry meadows acquainted with 

his amorous fancies; when cGiiecting his 
penſive courſe to the verdant foreſts, he at 

| laſt arriv'd to a ſpacious beach tiee, 'whoſe 
branches expelling the darts of Titan, made 
a compleat ſhade for all tired paſſengers to 
| repoſe 
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repoſe themſelves: which pleaſant umbrage 


correſponding with Thalmo's paſſions, he 
caſt himſelf down on a bank of flowers, and 
with an ardent affection repeated theſe 
veries. a 
We to all conqu'ring beauty bow, 
its pleaſing powers admire z 
But I ne'er ſaw that face till now 
„that like her's could inſpire: 
Now I may fay I have met with one, 
amazes all mankind ; 
And like men gaziilg on the ſun, 
with too much light am blind. 


Soft as the tender moving ſighs, 
when longing lovers meet; 
Like the divining prophet's wife, 
and like blown roſes ſweet: 
Majeſtick, gay, teferv'd, yet free, 
each happy night a bride ; | 
A mien like awful majeſty, 
and yet no ſpark of pride. 


The patriarch to gain a wife, 
chaſte, 3 and young, 
Serv'd ſourteen years a painful life, 
and never thought it long: h 
Ah! were ſhe to reward ſuch care, 
and life fo long ſhould ſtay, 
Not fourteen, but four hundred years, 
would ſeem but as one day. 


Having thus vented his paſſions, and made 
the foreſts acquainted with the præludium 
of his malady, he forthwith, as being ſub- 
merged with the variety of amorous con- 

templation, 


De Garden of Love, ans 
4! templation, reſolv'd to return: But fortune 
3 willing to ſmooth up his fancies in an extaſy 
of contentation, ſo ordained, that her illuſ- 
trious highneſs the princeſs Athelia with her 
troop of Jadies, ſhould travel that way : 
Glad at this heavenly opportunity, bluſh 
ing a little becauſe the celeſtial object created 
in him thoſe raptures ; but elevating his re- 
ſolutions upon the wing of honour, and in- 
veſting his courage with the conſideration of 
magnanimity, he audaciouſly determined to 
preſent her with the idea of his affection ; 
by virtue whereof, at laſt finding her ſe- 
queſtred from her attendant ladies, and re- 
ſident within a myrtle bower, in the midſt 
whereof ſhe gazed on a filver fountain, there 
convey'd by dame nature; he caſting aſide 
all dee took this opportunity of 
addreſſing himſelf to her; after thoſe cere- 
monies due to her royal perſon were ended, 
he began as followeth : 5 
5 © Royal madam, when by the aid of for- 
teune I eſpy'd ſo much beauty, I immediate- 
I ly felt my tender breaft to be inſpir'd with 
the endurance of a lover's paſſion, and to 
ſuch a degree, that theſe eyes ever fince 
conc2iving their chiefeft contentation at ſo 
divine an object, hath ſo firmly ſworn my 
fidelity to the celeſtial ſervice of your ſuper- 
excellent deity, that I utterly abandon the 
contemplation of all others, and ſincerely 
betake my inward devotions to the ſhrine of 
your perfections: At the appearance of fo 
much brightneſs, my ſenſes were ſo much 
captivated, that, madam, all that I am ca- 
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pable of, is only to admire you ; my birth 


is ſuch that it known to you, perhaps might 


create in you a rendrance of accompliſh- 


ment to my breaſt's expeQation ; upon 


which I will not now deſcant, becauſe the 


motive thereof ſhall not move you to term 


me by the phraſe of a peeviſh infinuator 
but, dear madam, if my ſighs might diſcloſe, 
my tears explain, or my paſſions diſcover, 
with what a zealous flame of affectionate 


love my heart poſſeſſes in reſemblance of _ 


your ſacred idea, I not only think, but re- 
ſolve that your gracious ſelf would at the 
firſt report, not only recompence my deſert 
with the reward of my merits, but alſo re- 
pay my fidelity with the remuneration of 
your affection; whereof till the gods ſhall 
by inſpiration partly advertiſe you, I will till 
the period of my limited pilgrimage, remain 
as conſtant to the fair princeſs Athelia, as I 
wiſh ſhe ſhould be affable to perplex'd 
| THALMO, 


| Theprinceſs over-veiling her lilly cheeks, 


with a crimſon dye, on a ſudden as much 


bluſh'd as Diana when ſhe eſpied unlook'd 


for Acteon; and ſo metamorphoſing her 


pleaſant phyſiognomy to a melancholy com- 
plexion (being altogether unacquainted 


with ſuch amorous encounters) bending her 
brows, within the furrows of whoſe linea- 
ments anger ſat triumphant, ſhe very ſharp- 
ly return'd him this anſwer: _- : 
* Why Thalmo, ſaid ſhe, hath my to 
much kindneſs made thee fo arrogant, or 
| my - 


r 


my undeſery'd favour ſo preſumptuous, that 


abſolutely ſo laviſh 
emboldened thee to aſpire ſo high, as to 


aim at, but me? Ah! fond Thalmo, and 


- audacious folly, or elſe I will uſe ſuch means 


courage, by nipping the bloſſoms of your 


to quit the ſiege for the firſt repulſe; repair: 
combat as followeth: 


flatter your merits with a ſhew of deriſion, 


thou now giveſt N to thy tongue, to run 
? Hath my affableneſs 


declare thy affection to one ſo much thy 
ſuperiour? Hath idleneſs in my ſervice . 
taught thee to adorn thy tongue with flat- 
tery? And is there no object for thee to 


therefore fond, becauſe polleſt with a pee- 
viſh fancy: As thou derideſt my beauty, I 
will laugh at thy folly; and in accounting 
me fair, I will eſteem thee frivolous. For 
thy birth, know, I diſdain it as nothing, 
and thy ſelf as leſs: If thou haſt ſacrificed 
ſighs, or ſhed tears for my ſake, why expect 
Aa recompence where there is no ſatisfaction 
to be made ; and hereafter, be wiſer to en- 
ender a conception of the like ſimplicity. 
Fo be brief, refrain from proſecuting th 


that the king, my father, ſhall qualify your 


flouriſhing eſtate.” 1 

This thundering anſwer proceeding from 
a princeſs's mouth, might doubtleſs have 
made many freſh-water ſoldiers retire for 
fear; but our valorous Thalmo diſdaining 


ing his ſenſe, and furniſhing his muſe with 
a freſh ſupply, very boldly continu'd his 


Madam, if your royal highneſs conjec- 
tures, that in diſcovering my affections 


you 


you greatly wrong my honour, in reſpect 
my inclination was never attractive to ſo 


un I baſe an enormity; for what I proteſt in 
jeſs words, my effects ſhall manifeſt to be of 
© WM truth, againſt the proudeſt champion which 
my . durit undertake to maintain the contrary : 
CE Therefore, dear madam, let not an uncon- 
lat- ſtant thought, ſo obſcure your virgin's breaſt, 
3 that for my faithful affection you term me 
. an ungrateful ſervant; for if the flower of 
8 my affections was predeſtinated for yourſelf 
ne alone, diſdain not him, madam, who in 


For N ert hath long ſince vowed to adore you, 


and to whom he dedicates his whole devo- 
ne tions; therefore reward not that paſſion 
dect with ſcorns, whoſe greatneſs you cannot 
be doubt, but kindly receive from me ſo pure a 


ns flame of love, which is for ever conſtant.? 

7 © Thalmo, ſaid ſhe, if thy affection were 
J equal to the tenor of thy ſpeeches, methinks 

_ you ſhould at my requeſt bury the repetition 

ae thereof in the grave of ſilence, and not ſo 


audaciouſly be guilty of ſo great a preſump- 
tion; if thy phraſe of glozing was ſo un- 
eigned as thou demonſtrateſt, or thy lovely 


* : paſſions perfect. meſſengers of a ſacred con- 
& oY ancy, yet my reſolutions can never. be di- 
Inns erted from reaping the enjoyment of a 
PRE lingle life, which I have Bo = upon the 


altar of Veſta impos'd ; wy deſires rather 
nonour the image of chaſte Diana, than a- 
lore the ſhrine of laſcivious Venus; rather 


4 nclining to the one's principles, than ef- 
56 on, Neeming of the other's precepts z therefore 


Thalmo 
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Thalmo, ſince my mind cannot be ſubject 


dence 


life, I beſeech you, madam, to recall; for 


to ſervile love, let my commands be a me- 
diatrix to cauſe thee to give a ſolemn leave 
to thy peeviſh enterprize.” a 
Thalmo perceiving the princeſs pretend- 
ing to ſhroud herſelf under the cloud of a 
ſolitary climate, and embrace the auſtere 
deity of a ſaint- like devotion, very earneſtly, 


but with ſubmiſſion, addrefled himſelf to 


her. es Fu 
Ah! madam, if my words could decy- 
pher my paſſion, or my tongue expreſs my 
affection, I ſhould then account my ſelf moſt 
happy, whereas now I eſteem myſelf of all 
men moſt unfortunate. Unfortunate I ma 

well ſay, in that the idea of my fidelity is 
obſcur'd in the miſt of incredulity ; which 
if you would ſincerely weigh in the ballance 
of reaſon, I aſſure myſelf the zeal of my 
virtuꝭus conſtancy would remove the reſi- 
our miſtruſt, and as abſolutely in- 
form you, that my amorous flame, which 
none but ſo charming a goddeſs as yourſelf 
can extinguiſh, ſprings from true fidelity: 
That harſh note of your living a recluſe 


the poſſeſſing of your preſence, and the ob- 
taining of your commands, would yield me 
the ſatisfaction of my trembling deſire; ſo 
that, madam, if you pleaſe to confer that 
honour on me, of being your dignify'd ſer- 
vant, it ſhall ſuffice; and upon that pleaſant 
foundation will I ere& trophies of delight- 
ful hope; and till my merits ſhall acquire 
more favour of your princely goodneſs, I am 

FOG - „ "Temny 


as 
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reſolved immortally to live and die in your 
ſervice, and to attend on your ſacred perſon 
ve (with ſuch firm fidelity, virtuous affection 
N and ſubmiſſive loyalty, that your fair ſelf, 
id- und the king your royal father, ſhall one 
f a {Way bleſs the hour of my arrival, and have 
ere Nuſt cauſe to acknowledge that the ſympa- 
ty, hy of our affections was predeſtinated to be 
to FMnited by the condeſcenſion of celeſtial 
T | Eo EE Poop | 
The princeſs Athelia well noting with 
hat fervency he vented his paſſions, began 
mmediately to , produce ſome motions of 
ompaſſion; yet in reſpect he ſhould not 
onceive any hope, where, there was no 
xerformance meant to be effected, bitterly 


*turn'd him this ſharp reply. - _ 

* Thalmo, If thou leaveſt not this idle 
courſe, 1 will leave thy preſence ; for thy 
bſtinate opinion will conſtrain me to fly thy 


y in- ght, and hereafter to loath thy company: 
hich It is now time to put a period to thy confe- 
urſelf Pnce, becauſe the tediouſneſs of it tires my 
lity : nſes in underſtanding it. What I have 
.cluſe id, J mean to perform, that is, to live ſo- 
for tarily, and leave you to your paſſionate 
e ob- ily ; and whereas you deſire to remain my 
d me rvant, I thereunto condeſcend, provided 
e; ſo Pur deſires aſpire not to my prejudice, Let 
r that Pur future attempts be ſeaſoned with diſ- 


etion, leſt folly over- coming your reafon, 
pur downfal may prove the more dange- 
us. Confider with your ſelf, what the 


cquire ing my father will will ſay, when he hears | 


Im your preſumption ; think not that he will 


approve -, 


”. * 
3” Jie 
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approve of your, proceedings, but rath 
curſe the very inſtant of your arrival, an 
| reward therewith the height of his diſplea 
ſure. Therefore Thalmo, take my advice 
repent of your preſumption, recall your fol 
lies, and be penitent for your. offences ; i 
ſo doing, I will perſuade my ſelf to pardo! 
this crime, and exempt the memory of 1 1 
out of my remembrance. 

Thalmo perceiving the princeſs had f 
niſhed her cruel oration, immediately faic 
to her: | 

© Ah madam ! Is it poſlible that ſo much 
beauty and cruelty can dwell together? Ane 
is it poſſible, that each being others e enemy 
they ſhould both ſeek my. ruin; and ſo in: 
ſeditious fympathy triumph over my martyr 
dom? Ah, madam ! make not my fall yo 
felicity, nor my ruin your rejoycing ; bu 
vouchſafe an eye of pity to Cone my con 
ſtancy, the fervency of my fidelity, and thi 
reſpect of my aftections Faser, madam 
the purity of my pretence, and the deſire o 
my expectation, and think that if 'Thaln 
live, he muſt love the fair Athelia, and tho 
ſhe hate, yet Thalmo muſt needs love 
What was predeſtinated for me, I muſt nee 
endure, yet in ſuffering her repulſe, TI i 
humility die, to ſee my fortunes check 
with Athelia's frown. Dear madam, diſti 
into your heart the motion of pity, and a 
midf the ſhowers of your anger, let the re 

ſplendent ſun of favour evaporate yo 
wrath, let the dew of thy patience ſo mol 
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. your 1 that I may at laſt reap 
that happi 


ineſs J have ſo long deſired. 
0 Thalmo, ſaid” ſhe, I now ſee thou art 


a ſervant to folly, and canſt not be exempt- 


d till thy time of innocency is expired, I. 
erceive it is in vain to diſſuade, Where 
enſelefs abſurdity doth command; and it 
vill be ineffectual, where I ſee phortations 


re held as toys, and requeſts obey'd as 


rifles. I am ſorry that IT have remained with 
ou fo long, in reſpect thou art blinded with 
frivolous humour; ; which I ſee ſprings ra- 
her from a fond underitanding, than any 
ay from a tormented ſpirit; but however, 
t nothing avails the advancement of thy de- 
and, beca: ule unlawful, and therefore to 
de rejected. 2 
Pear madam, reply d Thalmo, if ever 
he figns, tears, love, fidelity or affection 
ba tormented lover, may gain acceptance 
n the contemplation of his faint; I beſecch 
ou to grant me the accompliſhment of my 
irtucus defires, that I may once in ail chaſ- 
ty of marriage enjoy your ſacred perſon, 
vhich above all the World! chiefly adore.* _ 
The princeſs told him this talk diſturbed 
er thoughts, and his ſpeeches her ſenſes ; 
nd ſo in a diſdainful manner ſhe fiew from 
im: When directing her pace to the court, 
e will for a while there leave her, and a 
tle diſcourſe of Thalmo's paſſions.: Who 


eing the princeſs fo ſuddenly departed, 
creat immediately. ſtormed, changing his 
ieafant countenance to a pale complexion; 


id-repenting the time that ever the queen 
C 2 


his 
; 
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ed, he haſted to a lady of the princeſs AF 
thelia' s, whoſe phyſiognomy promiſed tht 
accompliſhment of a faithful performance 


his mother produced him into this miſerable 
world, continually crying out upon cruel 


deſtiny, and very often ſighing, as tho' his 
breaſt were overwhelm'd with inſupportable 


calamities; ſometimes falling from ſighs to 
tears, and then from tears to ſighs again: 
Sometimes repeating the name of Athelia, 
and then cloſing up his eyes, as though the 
oracle of that celeſtial word has raviſhed hi 
ſenſes with tog many divine cogitations: A 
laſt he very penſively withdrew himſelf to 
his cloſet, where to eaſe his tormented mind, 
he reſolved to write, and ſend her theſ 
lines: N 
I never ſaw that face till now, 
that could my fancy move : 
I lik'd and ventur'd many a vow 
but durſt not think of love: 
Till beauty charming every ſenſe, 
an eaſy conqueſt made, 
And ſhew'd the vainneſs of defence, 
when Athelia doth invade. | 


But oh ! her colder heart denies 
the thoughts her looks inſpire ; 
And while 1n ice that frozen lies, 
her eyes dart only fire. 
8 extreams J am undone, 
like plants to northward ſet ; ; 
Burnt by too violent a ſun, 
or ſtarv'd for want of heat. 


Which being ended, ſealed p and dired 


als 


rable 
cruel 
o his! 
rtable 
zhs to 
gain: 

helia, 
rh the 
ed hi 
8 2 
elf to 
mind, 


theſe 


Royal Flower of Fide! uy: 5 2 * 


and emboldened him to requeſt her to deliver 
it to the princeſs, to which ſhe voluntarily 
condeſcended; and ſo finding her very ſoli- 
tary in her chamber, ſheweth an humble 
reverence effected her promiſe. 
ceſs at firſt was unwilling to receive, as not 
knowing from whence it came, but unrip- 
ping the ſeal, ſhe found who it was ſeat it, 
and with a crimſon bluſh commanded Le- 
vina her woman to depart ; when locking 
her door, ſhe caſt herſelf on her dainty bed, 
and read the contents before repeated, many 
times ſhe perus'd it, and often kiſt it, and 
at laſt utter'd to herſelf theſe paſſions. - 

< Moſt unfortunate Athelia ! if thy tears 
might aſſuage thy pains, or the ſighs thy 
1 thou mighteſt then envy thy tor- 
tures, and with patie nce bear the inſuppor- 
table burthen of thy calamities : But alas 
As the firſt cannot perform the one, nor the 


ſecond effect the other; thou mayeſt eſteem 


thy eſtate the more unfortunate, and curſe 


direct 
eſs A 
ed tht 


nance 
ani 


the hour wherein thou didit efpy that charm- 
ing face of virtuous Thalmo, Thalmo: I 
ſay, whoſe valorous actions, heroical diſ- 
poſition, and comely deportment hath fo 


conquer'd thy princely breaſt, that thou with. 


the pale-fac'd moon, in clouds of obſcurity, 
colt take thy pleaſant light of hope from the 
refplendent ſun,” which is only Thalmo ; 
remember with what fervency of affectionate 
fidelity he pleaded to thee for a kind accep- 
tance ; and call to mind the pearled tears 
coleful ſighs, and paſiionate agonies, which 
as mellengers of a faithful conſtancy, he 
C25 ſent 
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ſent to witneſs before thine eyes the miſeris 
he endur'd, and bury not in oblivion his war 
completion; hollow aſpects and - repining 
defpair ; which as ſollicitors, might hav: 
caus'd the moſt 6bdurate heart to reſent; ane 
have produc'd a motion of pity. But wretch- 
ed Athelia ! Forget not the proud repulſes, 
Marp anſwers, bitter threats, and obitinate 
denials thou gaveft his enterprize; which 
when 1 conſider, I burſt with anger, and 
_ condemn myſelf of imprudent ingratitude, 
in rewarding his primitive preſence with in- 
humanity, and croſſing the proceedings of 
his hopes with unmerited inaffability. In- 
deed, I muſt confeſs, relinquiſhing obſtinate 
| coyneſs, my paſſion was then magnanimous 
tor Thalmo, altho' modeſty would not per- 
mit ine to diſcover it; and gow I do adore 
him, as the facred i image to whom I pay all 
my devotions. Thalmo, and none but him, 
{hall live in my remembratice, nor none but 
kim alone can boaſt of ſuch a conqueſt ; tho 
pride at firſt ſeem'd to reign in my breaſt, 
- when I refus'd his precepts, I will now be 
as affable in accepting hig affections ; tho 
then pertinacious in denying his requeſts, 
yet now as willing to agree to his petitions z 
and tho? then refractory in not being atten- 
tive to his deſires, yet now as tractable to 
hearken to his demands ; but whither, A- 
thelia, doſt thou wander # What lunatick 
foily doth poſſeſs thy ſenſes ? Or whither 
rand thy wits. 2 wandering without their 
guide, difcretion ? Hath an amorous paſſion 


io ſoon wetporred thy mind with fancies, 
or 
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or lovely toys fo inſtantly obſcured thy rea- 
fon with abſurdity, that without regard to 
modeſty, thou proclaimeſt” thy ſimplicity, 
which ſhould the world know it, thou wouldſt 
be condemned of peeviih levity ? Is ſhe 
which was fo long courted, now become an 
oratory ſuitor ? And muſt the pleud to him 
for love who petition'd her for affection? 


Ah Athelia! But ſuch is thy fate, and there- 
fore contradict not that which the gods have 


already decreed: Satisfy thy ſelf with what 
is contingent to thee; and hereafter ſeek by 
fome favourable means to correſpond with 
thy defir'd Thalmo, to the end that his pre- 
ſence may expel thoſe miſts of forrow, which 
ſo intoxicate thy ſenſes, and extinguiſh the 
birth of ardent flames, which begin to Tcorch 
the ſubſtance.” - 

Levina her woman ſuddenly ruſh” ai in, as 
being ſent from the queen her mother, won- 
dering ſhe ſhould be ſo long abſent ; Athe- 
lia perceiving the time had deceiv'd her, in- 
ſtantly roſe up, and clearing up, her coun- 
tenance the beſt ſhe could, tail'd not accord- 
ing to her duty, with all cele erity to haſten 
to the queen, where contrary to her expec- 
tation, ſhe received this check. 

« Athelia hath too much freedom made 
you forget your ſelf ? Or is it ſome extraor- 
dinary affair which hath retained you ſo long 
from my preſence ? Was you with your 
tut'reſs Jady Florina, or from WREnce came 
oũ· ç·;? 

. Madam, May it pleaſe your majeſty, N 
(reply d the princels) J have long ſince deen 
C4 invited 
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invited to ſee the lady Fulvia's chamber, and 
this morning unexpected, ſhe came for me, 
your majeſty being in your cloſet, I was 
loath to diſtburb you, and ſo I departed 
without taking my leave, my lady Florina 
was then at her devotions, and ſo only Iffida 
my maid attended me. | 


Having ſpoke Jargely of Thalmo and A- 


thelia, we ſhall now proceed to give ſome 


account of Palmo and Merſilva. | 
Palmo being appointed by king Brilion 


deputy-governour of Ithaca caſtle, wherein 


the beautiful Merſilva was kept priſoner ; 


having his heart inſpir'd with compaſſion, 
grievouſly troubled to ſee Porus his gover- 


nour, ſo rigorouſly uſe her: For, whereas 
the king did allow her a decent chamber, 
pleaſant walks, a table anſwerable to her 


| perſon, and a damſel to attend her; he on 


the contrary abridged her of thoſe privileges, 
placing her in an obſcure dungeon ; where 
the thought of ſo deteſtable a damp, might 
have hurried Alexander himſelf into a laby- 
rinth of deſpair: For inſtead of pleaſant 
walks, ſhe had only the liberty of her cloſe 
priſon; her diet was very homely, and ſcarce 
enough to aſſiſt nature; and inſtead of a 
damſel to attend her, was baſely ſerved by 


an ugly ruffian, in the furrows of whoſe an- 


gry brows, envious wrath ſat triumphant ; 
having from his governour a ſtrict order, to 


| binder all thoſe, who in her diſtreſs ſhould 


give her relief. | | 
Merſilva perceiving her hard uſage, ex 
claim'd on fortune, deploring that ever 05 
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turning the needle of her compaſs to another 
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had attained to ſo diſmal an afpect Weep 
ſhe might, for there was no ſpectators of 59 
lamentation; and well might ſhe lament 
and caſt forth ſighs, for there was none to 
comfort her in the depth of her miſeries: 
For if at any time ſhe bemoaned herſelf te 
her rigorous keeper, with forcible arguments 
to induce him to pity, ſhe was immediately 
check'd with a catalogue of reproaches ; al- 
ledging, that her entertainment exceeded 
her merits: Which as a ſecond wound, did 
fo tranſport her reaſon to compleat anguiſh, 
that with wringing hands and throbbing 
ſighs, ſhe to herſelf breath'd out theſe words. 

« Perplex'd Merfilva ! Thou haſt juſt oc- 
caſion to acknowledge, how inconſtant for- 
tune, doth at her pleaſure conduct princes 
to the top of proſperity; and immediately 


point, doth violently rend the bark of their 
priſtine eſtate, again iſt the dangerous rocks 
of perdition; where ſuffering ſhipwreck, 
the memory of their happinefs is preſently 
over-whelm'd in the unmerciſul entrails of 
tyrannizing deſtiny. Unfortunate Merſilva! 
in that camelion tragedy, thou art a prin- 
cipal actreſs; for the ſubject of thy miſery, 
hath as a prologue mounted thee on the 
theatre of deſtruction ; moſt wretched Mer- 
ſilva ! when the memory of thy birth pier- 
ceth through the thoughts of conſideration 3 
and comparing paſt honours, to preſent ca- 
lamities, what terror of aggravation it doth 
apply to thy hope, thou N well con;ec- 
„ - treERH 
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ture; whereas others can ſcarcely pre· ſup- 


8 
Which doleful Words ſhe uttered with 


ſuch zeatous fervency, that the report there- 


of, would have cauſed diſdain herſelf, to 
have pitied her; for ſometimes ſhe walked 
in her miſerable cottage, and then inſtantly 
threw herſelf on her bed of care, where 
drawing her curtains cloſe about her, ſhe 


might judge it to be a ſepulchre, and herſelf 


a corps therein interred : When again, re- 


viving her ſpirits and remembering her mi- 
ſery, ſhe would ſorrowfully ſmile, and in- 
ſtantly rebuke herſelf, for committing ſuch 


an offence. Her handkerchief ſhe often 
waſhed with tears, which trickled down her 


ſorrowful cheeks, and then immediately dri- 


ed them, with fanning wind on her face, to 


enliven her fpirit : In which forrowful man- 


ner ſhe paſt the day, without being com- 
forted by the affiſtance of any; until at laſt 


the ſound of her complaint reach'd the cars 


of prince Plivio, which infuſed in him fo 
much relentation, that knowing her to be 


2 princels royal:y deſcended and innocently 


committed, without being guilty of any 
crime, againſt the crown or kingdom of 
Zanfara, he being vanquiſhed with com- 
palions cryed out : 

Cruel Plivio! can humanity ſuffer ſo 
beautiful a princeſs, as Merſilva to endure 
impriſonment, and thou enjoy thy liberty ? 
or can the-dignity of that divine ſex, obtain 


no more favour at thy hands, where' thou 
canſt afford relief? Are * ſenſes ſo clouded 


with 


Ln 
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with obſcurity, thy eyes ſo darkened with 
impiety, or thine heart fo loaded with cruel- 
ty, that her tcars cannot folicite to thee for 


her freedom ; or her complaints as advocates 


of her innocency, perfectly plead to thee for 


her ſpeedy enlargement? How will the 
world blame thee of. ingratitude, thy con- 


ſcience accuie thee of . rigour, and thy 


thoughts condemn thee of tyranny when the 
odiouſneſs of thy fact, ſhall arrive to the 
judgment-ſeat of reaſon ; where thy faults 
being deſcribed, and thy folly diſcloſed ? 
What ſhadow of argument canſt thou alledge 
for thy excuſe? or what maſk of ſenſibility 


canit thou produce to o'erveil thy inhuma- 


nity ? Conſider with thy felf from whence 


thou art extracted; if from the loins of a 


woman, how comes it to paſs, thau differeſt 
from ſo temperate" a nature. Plivio ! recal 
thy ſenſcs to the throne of pity, and drown 
the rigorouſneſs of thy mind in the gulf of 
oblivion : Let lenity be in thy thoughts, and 
remorie in thy cogitations; and ungrateful 
Plivio, reſolve, that to relieve the diſtreſſed 
is an operation of charity, and to aſſiſt an 
afflicted lady, is worthy commendation. 
What though thy governor is inhumane, 
mult thou of confequence deteſt her? No, 


Plivio, let not thy cruelty obſcure thy libe- 


rality, nor perverſe impiety overwhelm thy 
affability, but rather let thy actions ſavour 
of thy friendſhip, and let thy reſolutions be 
qualify'd with generoſity; and in ſo doing, 
the gods will eltcem it an act of juſtige, 2 


r 


= 
4 
* 
* 
on. 
18 -, 
'#- 2 
* 
I 
LY 
q } | 
J SY 
I | 
"BY 
{FB 
* 


N.. 48 


: Wien | , 
* AR n 8 : —_— — ee >, 
„ PR X * 
L Td FR. [7 « + x5 * 0 13 2 2. = U * 
oe: " IS: 5) : * v Bl l 1 I we 
r * 2. . LEED 23 bas . "Sa +. l = 
” 58 ud the 8 9 8 * = 
2 1 = As rap EY \ 
„ " 5- => $5 


2 
r 
———— 


r 


F 
„ oe 
E 2 * VF 


< wa 
oo 
* 
2 — 


| bo Thc Garden of Love, and * 


„„ | | 
Upon the ground of which reſolution, in- 

citing his breaſt with the animoſity of ho- 
nour, he reſolved to viſit the princeſs Mer- 
ſilva. Whereupon, he immediately direct- 


all mankind a glorious compaſſion to ſo much 


ed his courſe to the place where ſhe ſorrow- 
fully lay impriſoned: Where he was no 


ſooner entered, but he beheld her fitting, on 
her bed of miſery, having her face o'erveil'd 
with a ſable ſcarf, as it ſhe partly deteſted 
to ſee the appearance of delightful Phoebus ; 
when not ſecurely ſleeping, but rather dole- 
fully lumbering, being by his preſence diſ- 
turbed from her penſive contemplations, ſhe 


forthwith raiſed herſelf from her ſeat of ſor- 


row, and putting ahde her ſcarf, diſcovered 


- a perfect copy of tranſcendent beauty, from 


whence her radiant eyes, diſplay'd their 
ſplendent influence as fixed ſtars, divinely 
ſeated in the celeſtial element, approaching 
to her with an humble reverence, he molt 
courteouſly addreſſed himſelf in theſe words. 
Madam, I am at laſt arrived to your 
fair preſence, to crave <P for my neg- 
lect of duty in deferring ſo long that conſo- 


lation I might have adminiſter'd to you, 


ſince in this caſtle I can claim ſome privi- 
lege; but, dear madam, impute it not whol- 
ly to my want of care, for my governour's 


command was the main obſtacle that kept 
me from proſecuting my intentions ; which 


now- being removed by his departure to the 
court, fortune has opportunely given me 
this happineſs of waiting on you, and of 
| | — _ offering 


fragrant fields. 
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offering all the civilities which this caſtle, or 
my intereſt can afford you ; therefore, madam, 


if you pleaſe to recreate yourſelf in the gar- 


dens and walks adjoining, I will attend you, 
and fecure your ſacred perſon from all harms 
and violence.” . | 

The princeſs Merſilva wondering at this 
unexpected kindneſs, dying her chryſtal 
cheeks with a vermilhon bluſh, very cour- 
teouſly returned him this anſwer : 

Sir, my vanquiſh'd hope, which hath 


been tranſported to the very brink of deſpair, 


being now by your extraordinary favours, 
inſpired with conſolation, doth for this your 
kind relief, render you millions of thanks 


for this unmerited ſuccour; and ſince you 
are pleaſed to afford me that happineſs, I 


ſhould be very unworthy to you, and. much 


wanting to myſelf, if I did not accept of ſo 


great a freedom, as to enjoy the air of the 
Plivio perceiving her inclination to walk 
and take the air, very courteouſly took her 


by the hand, and conducted her by a poſtern 


gate, through the caſtle, to the walks, and 
from thence to the pleaſant arbours; where 


Merſilva delighting to range from bank to 


bank, and from fountain to bower, leaving 
in a manner no place therein unproſpected, 


ſhe at laſt arrived to a very ſumptuous foun- 


tain ; whoſe walls being of glittering ala- 
baſter, and ſhining marble, gave ſuch a grace 
to Merſilva's eyes, that her ſpirits at ſo plea- 
ſant a proſpect did then receive the long 


| look'd for motion of delightful contentment : 


At 
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At laſt hearing the deſcent of ſome ifuing 


ſtream, which, made a muſical harmony in 
falling to the concavity of the earth, ſhe be- 
gan to trace round the circumference of the 
fountain, where ſhe eſpied on the eaſt fide 
of it, two ftately pillars of dove-white ivory, 
being very curiouſly carved and adorned with 


ſpacious guards of refin'd azure, - wherein 
where enamelled lovely rofes, and ſplendent 
ſtars of of artificial ingenuity ; on the tops 
of the pillars ſtood two female images, moſt 


induftrioufly painted, well reſembling the 
graces, each holding in their hands a little 


_ vane, where on one Tide was painted Miner- 


va, and on the other Diana, and joining 
their other hands, which they elevated over 
their heads, did ſupport the third grace, be- 


ing crowned with an : Olympian garland, 


holding | in both her bands a table of celeitial 
hue, ſeated in a frame of illuſtrious argent, 
from out whoſe fix globy paps, relembling 


for whiteneſs the ſnow which doth embrace: 


the Pyrenzan mountains, ruſhed forth c hry- 
ſtal ſpouts of ſilver water; whereat ſhe be- 
ing for a while delighted, at laſt perceiv'd 


betwixt the two pillars a geometrical door, 
where entering, ſhe beheld a ſmall moun- 
tain in form of a pyramid, which reach'd to 
the top of the fountain, from whence nature 
yielded forth many a vein of weeping water, 


which by degrees diſtilling down the rock, 
was thorough ſilver pipes by art moſt curi- 
outly conveyed to the graces paps : Which 


Merſilva ſeeing, ſhut the door, and refolv'd 


to depart ; but by chance reflecting her ſight, 
8 | 


as 
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as unwilling ſo ſoon to take her farewel,” 
glancing her eyes at random upon the per- 
tection of the upper grace, ſhe, either delu- 
ded with a ſhadow, or poſſeſs'd with a fan- 


cy, immediately conceiv'd, that the faw her 
artificial eyes, naturally reflect i in the model 


of their influence, and fo being in imagina- 
tion induc'd that it was ſo, or elſe that at 
the requeſt of ſome fecond pygmalion, the 
goddeſs Venus had with life likewiſe inſpir'd 


her ; ſhe thought with herſelf, that the faid | 
grace, by ſome means or other had interior- 


ly ſome lively feeling of natural ſenſe, and 
applying it as the alluſion of her fancy drove 


her, conjectur'd, that ſhe invited her more 
near to approach : In reſpe& whereof mounted 
a ſtep which ſtood very cloſe before the gra- 


ces, ſhe thought with them, but eſpecially 
the uppermoſt, to have ſome private confe- 


rence ; where being elevated, ſhe preſent] 5 


forgat herſelf, as if ſome ſacred deity had 
<fore predeitinated it, and after was inſtant- 
ly put in mind ef her dolefut calamities 
whereat much lamenting, ſhe bluſh'd, in 
that ſhe had committed ſo ſtupid an abſur- 


dity; when looking about her, and not ſee-. 


ing Plivio there, eſpying a blue table, ſhe 


lean'd' upon it, and charmingly ſung theſe 


lines: = 


®.... "< 


The glories of our birth and fate, _ 1 


are ſhadows, not ſubſtantial things, 
There is no armour againſt fate, 


Death lays his icy hands on kings; 


Scepters 
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. Scepters and crowns 
i= Muſt tumble down, 

** And in the duſt be equal laid, | 
7 With the poor crooked ſcythe and ſpade, 
NF 


Some men with ſwords may reap the field, 
and plant freſh laurels where they kill; 

bs But their ftrong nerves at laſt muſt yield, 

they tame but one another fill : 

„ Early or late 

i They ſtoop to fate, 

And mall give up their murmuring breath, 

Mhen the pale captive creeps to death. 


* The garland withers on your brow, 
I., hen boaſt no more your mighty deeds; 
. F or upon death's purple altar now, 

1 ſee where the victor victim bleeds: 

= All heads muſt come 

+8 To the cold tomb; 

IF Only the actions of the juſt, 

Smell ſweet and blofſom 1 in their duſt. 


We mall now leave Plivio and M Ae 
and diſcourſe of Medor and Florina. 
Prince Medor, as you have formerly heard, 
having acquired the love of the princeſs F lo- 
rina, and grounded his aftections in her me- 
mory, was fruſtrated in the conſummation 
of his bliſs by king Agenor, her father, who 
. utterly denied to match his daughter with 
him, in reſpect of an ancient antipathy be- 
__ tween prince Medor's father and himſelf. 
So that perceiving he could not obtain his 
deſire, nor ſo much as confer with the prin- 


ceſs F lor na, by reaſon the king her father 
had 


A, 


rd, 
lo- 
ge- 
ion 
ho 
71th 
be- 
elf. 
his 


in- 


ther 
had 


** 


| Royal Flower of- Fidelity. | 65 


had commanded her to retire into the coun- 


„he immediately reſolved to travel, hop- 


ing - that the influence of time would raze out 


the king's indignation ; he at laſt determin- 
ed to take a voyage to the iſle of Madagaſ- 
car, to pay his duty and ſervice to his uncle, 
duke Alphonſo; but yet, leaſt departing 
without leave of the lady F lorina ſhould ren- 
der him guilty of ingratitude, he at laſt 
with tears in his eyes writ theſe lines : 


Medor, to the fair princeſs Florina. 


Madam, deſtiny reſolving to metamor- 
phoſe our pleaſures into penſiveneſs, 

hath doubtleſs inftigated the king your fa- 
ther to exerciſe his invective malice againſt 
our innocency ; ſo that, dear madam, I am 
forced to leave behind me that tranſcendent 
pledge of my affection ; live I cannot but in 
torment, being depriv'd of the. light of ſo 
much beauty; but ſuch, madam, is my un- 
fortunate fortune, and the gods in the ſynods 
of their reſolutions have impoſed. it as a pe- 
riod to commence my miſeries; nay, more 
than ſo, I think ratified it for a plague to 
impale me within the circumference of end- 
leſs diſconſolation. But, madam, in what 
deſolate place ſoever I erect my reſidence, 
my contemplations ſhall dwell upon the idea 
of your beauty, and my mind ruminate upon 
your divine perfections ; and daily upon the 
altar of love I will ſacrifice ſighs, in teſti- 
monial of my immoveable affections; there- 
tore, dear madam, be not dilmay'd, for the 
gods 


N Tube Seidl f Lowe, wa 


2d who have made this decree, may in 


time revoke” their ſentence ; o committing: 


| 75 to the protection of the powers divine, 
remain madam, your conſtant ſervant. till 


death, 
MEDOR. 


w hich having endba, he deliver it to an 
intimate friend * to convey to her; and fo 
finding a ſhip ready, he imbark'd himſelf for 
Madagaſcar ; ſometimes he was floating up- 
on the proud billows, and paſſed by ſeveral 

ports and iſlands, and at laſt betwixt a bay 
and an iffand was overtaken by a cruel temi- 


peſtuous ſtorm, whiclk continued a long time, 


and forced them into à port in Africa, where 
gaining the ſhore, and finding himſelf weak, 


through his marine ſickneſs, he inſtantly 


reſolved there to make his abode ; and fo 
taking leave of the maſter, and beitowing 
his liberality upon the ſhip's company, he 
there betovk himſelf to erect his reſidence z 
till at laſt being advertis'd by a merchant, 
that the court of Zanfara was the rendezvous 


of the flower of chivalry, he determin'd thi- 
ther to travel: In which journey, ſome few 
leagues from the court, by chance ftraying 


in a foreſt, and arriving to a ſolitary cottage, 
whoſe ſituation correiponded With his diſ- 
turbed paffions, he reſolved there to make 


his habitation ; the better to paſs away the 


doleful time, whilſt abſent from his fair Flo- 
rina, and tle better to cloud his ſecrets from 


the ſight of nejzhbouring ſpectators, he diſ- 


guis'd himſelf in a hermit's habit, feeming 
outwarely 


9 


le 


long time liv'd as a man which had forſaken 


ſpir'd him with the beauty of his princeſs, 


ges of the auſtcre life which prince Medor 
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outwardly to all paſſengers the chief inha- 
bitant of that veital grove; where ſorgetting 


his former dignity, and ſolacing hiniſelf with 
the remembrance of his fair Florina, he al 


the alluring g jollities of this inconſtant world, 
devoting his ſoul to the only enjoying of ce- 
leſtial falicities. But love, which ſtill in- 


would not ſo abandon this her amorous fa- 
vourite, but fo tyrannoufly furniſh'd his mind 
with ardent flames of affection, that thinx- 
ing to fleep, Cupid would permit Morpheus to 
entertainment; but forced him divers times 
to ariſe, and pourtract forth his paſſions in 
affirmation of his fidelity; and at laſt ec- 
cho'd forth theſe verſes : i 


Break, break diſtracted heart, there is no cure 
For this thy ſoul's moſt deſperate calenture; 
Sighs which in others paſſions vent, 
And give them eaſe when they lament, 
Are but the billows to my hot deſire, 
And fears in me don't quench, but houriſh fire: 
Nothing can molliſy my grief, 
Or give my paſſion ſome relief. 
Love's flames when ſmother'd, always do de- 
© your, 
And when oppos'd by the ſame fe tal power, 
Then welcome death, let thy bleſt hands apply 
A medicine to my grief, and then PN die. 


It were too tedious to relate al) the paſſa- 


led in this N grove, therefore let this 
ſuffice: 
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68 The Garden of Love, and 
ſuffice : That being vanquith'd with ardent. 


affection, he finally vowed to devote the pil- 
grimage of his days to Florina's ſervice, and 
proteſted to adore her as the ſacred deity to 
whom he dedicated the generality of his 
terreſtrial devotions. Therefore leaving him 
to his diſconſolateneſs to be reliev'd by pa- 
tience, we will return to prince Tha | 
and his princeſs the fair Athelia: +: 
Prince Thalmo perceiving the fair Athe- 
lia to be always devoted to cruelty, and con- 
cluding with himſelf, that ſhe triumph d 
over his martyrdom, being overcome with 


love and loaded with affection; could reap 


no reſt of his ſenſes, Sj he had a proſpect 
of her fingular beauty ; . ſhe being in the 


ö next arbour, he addrefs'd himſelf to her, af- 
ter a ſmall complement, and faid : 


Madam, the nature of planets is to have 
each his influence, and it being my fortune 
to be planet- ſtruck with that excelling beau- 


ty which you poſſeſs, Iam now come to the 


divine oracle to learn whether I ſhall be hap- 
py or miſerable.* 

Athelia ſurpriz'd to ſee Thalmo preſent ; 
yet thadowing her affection under the pro- 
tection of nicety, with a little redneſs ſaid: 


© Thalmo, if planets have power to form 


civility, then I hope your old folly is meta- 
morphos'd to new diſcretion: For my part 


I am what J profeſſed, and if you approve 


of it, as you came unlook'd for, ſo when 
you pleaſe you may depart.” | 
Why madam | reply'd Thalmo, fo harſh 

a fene Should I which have been 8 
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ful to you, even from the birth of your firſt 


aſpect, become now your deity inconſtant ; 
or would you admiſe me to transform m1 


fore-pait affection into future hatred.* < Thy 
hatred, ſaid Athelia, doth more pleaſe me 
| yet I care little for 
both, and for thyſelf leis.” Thalmo being 
ready to anſwer her, was prevented by Le- 


than thy affection, and 


vina her .gentlewoman, who came on pur- 
pole to attend her; the which as ſoon as he 
eſpy'd, with a very low bow and a ſorrow - 
ful reſolution he departed, raging againſt 
Cupid for predeſtinating him to ſerve ſo cruel 
a tyrannizing beauty; when walking a-part 
in a private. place he eſpy'd his fair Athelia 
to direct her courſe to the court. Upon 


which he re-enter'd the arbour, where ſhe 


was, and looking round him, he obſerv'd 
the turtles in their amours; upon which 


ſeating himſelf, he breath'd out theſe verſes. 


Obſerve theſe turtles kind and true; 
 Hearken how frequently they woo ; 
They faithful lovers are, and true; 

If they that ſee em would but be ſo too. 

Of them, my fair Athelia, learn, 

At length to grant me my concern : 

Follow what thou in them doſt ſee, 

And thou wilt ſoon be kind to me. 


Having thus vented himſelf, and feeing 


his fair Athelia abſent, he at laſt thinking to 


find her in her cloſet; where very penſively 
entering, and not ſeeing her there, imme- 
diately directed his way to the court ; where 


he 
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Toe Garden of Loue, and 


he was no ſooner @grrived, but a page meets 
him, and deliver him this meſſage and 

challenge. dir, prince Almion, my maſ- 
ter, hearing of the affection you bear to the 


pretend to it, muſt diſpute it in the field of 
| reſolute defiance, which I here deliver to 


ed theſe Words. 


* 


Almien to Thalmo. 2155s 3 


PRoutet aa being: 3 with 
thy aſpiring affections towards the lady 


lay claim to ſo high a favour but myſelf, and 
by reaſon my courage diſdains to digeſt fo 
unpleaſing a diſgrace, J have: ſent you this 
defiance, to meet me ſingle in the caſtle- 
trench after dinner, there to diſpute it with 
thy ſword; where I will ſeverely chaſtiſe 
my infolence in croſing my affections, and 
make thee ſenſible, that in all things thou 
haſt : abus'd thy ſuperiour. | 

Almion. 


Thalmo e at this unexpected 
news, and diſdaining to be out-brav'd by a 
Lanfarian prince, by his own page return'd 


this. 
The Anſwer. 


Nderſtanding by your defiance, that for 


princeſs Athelia, whoſe beauty thoſe that 
honour, and to that end bath ſent thee this 


thee :? Which Thalmo in it contain- 


Athelia, whom the world knows none can 


my duty I pay to the lady Athelia, you 
have aſſum'd that Ute of being my ſchool- 
Ma alter, 


— prop JGG 


maſter, to correct me for that which your- 


ſelf cannot avoid; my nature is. ſuch, that I 


deſire to live Ho longer, than to be depriv'd 
of the beauty of the fair Athelia : At the 
time and place appointed, my ſword ſhall 
demonſtrate that my affection is ſuch to A- 
thelia, that. whilſt 14 J will live and die 
in her ſervice; and neither thy valour, nor 
fear of death, ſhall raze her idea out of my 
mEmay: 


"4 hae 1 come, Thalmo OG. 
ing to his promiſe fail'd not to preſent him- 
ſelf; 3 Where inſtead of meeting his rival Al- 
mion, he was treacheroully encountered by 
a crew of deſperate ruffians who were there 
by Almion plac'd in an ambuſcade to mur- 
der him, who ſeeing they ſo fiercely ap- 
proached him, inſtantly. began to put him- 
ſelf in a poſture of defence to receive their 


fury; where with a great courage he dealt 


ſuch gallant blows among them, that at 
firſt, "not able to endure. bis valour, they 
were forced to retreat: But after re- aſſuming 
their ſtrength, they very couragiouſſy flew 
upon him, where they ſo manfully behav'd 
themſelves, that Thalmo not able to with- 
{and their force, was glad to retire, .. and 
take the caſtle-wall for is defence; where 
he fo valiantly behav'd himſelf, that for re- 
compence of their treachery, he made many 
of them bear the weight, and undergo the 


ſharpneſs of his Sicilian ſword: Rut in hort, 


their force bearing ſway, and their number 


maſterleſs, he unfortunately received many 


dangerous 


Royal. Flower of. Fidelily. * 71 . 


Thalmo. : 
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: dangerous wounds, from whence iſſued out 


abundance of blood, that finding his body 
weak, and feeling his ſenſes fail him, think- 
ing there was no way but death, 'falling to 
the ground, and gaſping as he thought his 
laſt, he in memory of his dear Athelia breath- 


ed out theſe words: © Let my blood teſtify 
how well I loved Athelia, and retained con- 
ſtant even to the laſt.” : 


Thalmo had no ſooner uttered theſe Wolde 


but prince Plivio being ſlumbering behind a 


bank next adjoining, hearing the name of 
Athelia repeated, immediately ſtarted up, 
and ſeeing the prince his couſin to be in dan- 

er amongſt theſe ruffians, inſtantly ſtept in- 
to his aſnftance; ; where making way with 
his ſword, he lifted him on his feet, and fo 
deſiring him to be of good courage, flew to 
his adverſaries, where he diſtributed ſuch 


valorous ſtrokes amongſt them, that in ſhort 


ſome fled, and the reſt being vanquiſh'd, he 


triumphantly remain'd conqueror ; which 


was no ſooner finiſh'd, but uſing his beft 
art and induſtry, bound up his coufin's 
wounds, and convey'd him to a ſkilful chi- 
rurgeon there next adjoining, commanding 


him to dreſs him with all care imaginable ; 
whereupon taking horſe, he ſpeedily poſted 
to the court, and inform'd the princeſs A- 
thelia, of the ſorrowful news; which when 
ſhe heard, immediately fell in a trance. 
Plivio beholding this unexpected accident, 
and wanting an expedient, ſummon'd his 


ſenſes in their proper order, and employed dit 
his utmoſt diligence tor the lady's recovery; bo 


which, 


4 


oye 
very 


hich 
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which he very ſoon effected, begging her to 
be of good comfort, for that there was nd 
doubt to be made of Thalmo's health. 
The princeſs being therewith a little qua- 
lifted, for a while appeas'd herſelf; yet con- 
tinu'd 3 for his miſery, being ſenſible 
it was her affection which induced him to 
ſo hazardous an enterprize: But thinking 
how to demean herſelf in ſo tragical an event 
at laſt ſhedding many tears, ſhe reſolv'd by 
his friend Plivio to ſend a few lines, as a mani- 
feſtation of her affection, and as an unguent 
preſervative to his wounds; ſo calling for 
pen and paper, ſhe wrote to this effect. 


Athelia to Thalmo. 


Halmo, the heavy news of thy misfor- 
tune has implored my affection to put 
pen to paper ; and hath ſo overwhelm'd my 
ſenſes with grief, that there is almoſt no 
words herein contained, but hath been waſh- 
ed with a tear, nor no ſyllable but hath been 
ſaluted with a ſigh : Vet fince it is none but 
Athehia is the original of thy misfortune, I 
will to the utmoſt of my power recompence 
thy affections : So recommending my ſor- 
rows to your favourable cenſure, 1 untcign- 
edly am yours as her own, 
| Athelia. 


Thalmo receiving the letter from prince 
Plivio, found now by experience, that the 
diſtemper of the mind far exceeds that of the 
body; for it wrought ſuch miracles upon 

: e his 
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74 7 Be ann of Love, and 


his cure, that in few days he was perfectly 
recover'd; and contemphating upon that fa- 
vourable epiſtle which his dear Athelia had 
ſent him, and not to be guilty of ſo high an 
ingratitude in not returning an anſwer, he 


| Coins Himſelf. to ſit up; writ her theſe 


lines. 


'Thalmo to the fair Athelia. 
Mam, the honour you were pleaſed to 


afford to your unworthy ſervant, has 


wrought ſuch wonders upon my diſtemper, 
that no other phyſician but your yourſelf 
could have effected ſuch a cure, the vertue 
thereof being ſo well applied, that the pow- 


erful charm had its full operation: There- 
fore, madam, on the idea of your divine 


perfections will I for ever fix my memory, 
and exerciſe my contemplations upon your 
matchleſs beauty; never forgetting my kind 
preſerver, but will continually offer up mil- 
lions of thanks for the receipt of fo great a 


bleſſing „ and unfeignedly remain, 
Yours now and ever, 


Thalmo. 


The princeſs Athelia receiving the letter, 


ne 

1 
le 
te 


was much pleas'd with the news of 1 halmo'sry 
recovery, yet could not be ſatisfied with thatſty: 
copy of the letter without ſeeing the original 
hand that writ it; ſo that at laſt finding anſty 


opportunity, when the king and queen F heifth 
parents were abſent, taking Levina wit 
her, ſhe inſtantly went to the lodge, where er, 


| Royal: Flower of Fidelity. 75 
ſhe' was advertiſed Thalmo was reſident; 
a- being conducted to his chamber, ſhe. beheld 
ad FThalmo very penſiyely walking alone, ha- 
an fring his arm pinn'd up in a ſcarf; he no 
he ooner eſpy'd the princeſs Athelia, but was 
le Itranſported beyond meaſure, and forthwith 
embrac'd and kiis'd. her hands; their eyes 
ke piercing aſpects attracted each others 
icht, that like ambaſſadors of love they 
zem'd to ratify a mutual alliance: Their 
to ſtongues were ſilent for a while, till at laſt 
bo in amorous bluſh had given leave to fo. plea- 
er, fling, an encounter, Athalia VER theſe 
ſelf Fords: | 
tue] Thalmo, You may wonder at my un- 
»w- ſxpected arrival, and yet you may imagine 
re- Fc news of your misfortune led me hither, 
ine ud not to keep you any longer in ſuſpence, 
ory, Jam now come in ſome meaſure to retaliate 
our our affection, tho' indeed before I theught 
ind not convenient to take it fo ſoon in con- 
mil-Heration; but ſince the gods have to de- 
at aſfeed it, there is no reſiſting the divine 
wers ; therefore you may place your hap- 
r, Ineſs where your kind ſtars directs you.” 
Imo. Thalmo hearing this celeſtiai lecture, per- 
ved by the fervency of her words that ſhe 
ter, ter d no more than love did induce her; 
mo' ry ſoftly taking of her by her ſnowy hand, 
\ thatſtuzn'd her this oblioing 5 anſwer : 
ginal © Madam, your words have fo much divi- 
10 allſty in themſelves, that they carry a power 
n \ he th *em, to Ts they are directed; and 
wititk a high cordial to afflicted ſpirits; the 
vherqeration hath cauſed my breatt to triumph 
{he D 2 over 
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| lieved would not only have conquered my 


To much, as not to gratify your 


madam, and attribute the defects of my 


nour and adore as the eternal goddeſs of 


565 The Garden of Love, and 


over my ſickneſs, which heretofore I be. 


mind, but alſo cut off the thread of my 
life; therefore welcome, dear madam, to 
your ſorrowful Thalmo, and millions of 
thanks to kind fortune, for inveſting mine 
eyes with ſo heavenly an object ! But whi- 
ther wander my ſenſes, that I 0 f my ſelf 

ove with 


reciprocal aſſection? But pardon me, dear 


reaſon 'to the diſtemper of my weakneſs i 
for I refolve that both now and ever to ho- 


my proſperity ; and eſteem you as the ſacred 
image of my felicity. ; 

To which Athelia anſwered, Prince 
Thalmo, where there is no e com 
mitted, by conſequence the excuſe ceaſeth 
Thy actions having cleared from imputay 
tion, be not timorous for thy pardon is ſeal 
ed: Therefore advance in love, and I wi a 
proſecute in affection; proceed in ami 
and I will correſpond in friendſhip: Fo t 
approbation of which take here my heal: 
and hand as the ſtedfaſt ſeal of immort 
conſtancy ; vowing before the imperi 
throne of heaven, to eſtabliſh only Thalm 
for my lord and huſband.” 

Thalmo eſteeming himſelf exceeding fol. 
cunate with this angelical reply, and | 
congratulation of her proteſted amity, 1 
turn'd her this anſwer. 

Madam, your ſincere affection creat, 
in me ſuch raptures, and has ſo great an if 

fluenq'* 
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fluence over all my ſenſes, that in retaliation 
I vow not only to dedicate my zealous de- 
votions to ſo beautiful a ſhrine, but alſo re- 
ſolve to remain for ever your loyal ſervant,” 

With many amorous ceremonies they 
obi. I firmly contracted themſelves; and in ſuch 
ſelll an affectionate manner, that neither the 
frowns of fortune, or treachery of time, or 
the flattery of inſinuation, could either blaſt 
their flouriſhing friendſhip; or once daunt 
(their immoveable fidelity: So that having 
brought this happy couple to a ſacred union, 
we will for a while leave them, and difcourſe 
of the ſtrange accidents which befel the lady 
Floriza, | | 

Florina living very ſorrowful in her deſo- 
late caſtle, was at laſt by king Agenor her 
ſeth father, commanded to court without any 
dutzl delay; whereat being exceedingly diſcon- 
Itented, in reſpect it would hinder devotions 
due to prince Medor; and being a faithful 
admirer of his perfections, utterly refus'd 
Falthereunto to condeſcend. The king being 
Jnform'd of her obſtinacy, immediately fent 
Forth meſſengers: to force her to the court: 
rilEut ſhe being before acquainted with it, 
onſulted with herſelf how to avoid her fa- 
her's indignation. At laſt knowing no other 
means for her eſcape, to ſhelter herſelf un- 
er ſome peaſant's cottage, ſo laying aſide 
v. er princely extraction and grandeur, ſhe 
> purſu'd her intended purnoſe : So that reap- 

athng an exceeding delight, to ſee the homel 
ee Phepherds lead their milk-white flocks to the 
Auen ragrant fields, and to hear divers choirs of 
oa) 3 - 1 - Pm 
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78 The Gardenof Love, and 


of the evening, when the golden ſun was 
declining and leaving the horizon to give 


ſilver moon gave notice to pilgrims of thei: 


, ne Cupis with your chextivg toys, 


They give them power by their fear, 


Who to another do's his heart ſubmit, 


Peace and liberty does crown, 


And is not much tranſported, but ſtill pleas' 


harmonious birds chanting forth their plea. 
ſant notes; ſhe remained there a long time 
as well contented, as a lady in her eſtate 
could contain herſelf, which was oppreſs'4 
in love: till on a day bearing a ſhepherdeſ 
company to the fields, directly in the clof: 


light to our antipodes, and the pale-fac't 


repoſe ; as theſe our two females were re. 
turning from folding tlieir flocks, Florin; 
hiding herſelf under the canopy of a ſprout: 
in” 2 tree, ſung with an excellent voice 


theſe lines : : 


Your real griefs and painted joys. 

Your pleaſures which itſelf deſtroys, 
Love, like men in fevers burn and rave, 
And only what enſures them does deceive : 
Man's weakneſs makes love to ſevere, l 
And make the ſhackles which they wear. \ 
Makes his own idol, and does worthip it, 
Him whoſe heart is all his own, 5 


He apprehends no killing frown; 
Feels no raptures which are joys diſeas'd, 


The ſhiphertleſs ſecing Florina had no 
ended, entreated her to repair home ; the 
had not long 55 over the e . 


plea- 
time 
ſtate 


elsd 


rdeſl 


cloſ: 
Was 
give 
fac'd 
thei: 
re- 
orind 
rout- 
VOICE 


- TOr concealing you: 
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but they beheld a very young ſtripling, w which 
haſtily drew towards them, who being al- 
moſt out of breath with running, te the 
lady Florina- brought this meliage.” 
Madam, I am on purpote ſent to beg 
you inftantly to hide yourſelves in ſome ſe- 
cret.grove ; for there ate arriv'd to our cot- 


tage, four or five, which come in ſearch for 


you, and have very much wounded my father 
Therefore make no 
delay, madam, if you value your own pre- 
ſervation ; and fince the laws of nature and 


humanity obliges me to aid all ladies in af- 


fiction, I will, if you pleafe, conduct you 
with ſafety through the woods and vineyards, 
where I doubt not but you may remain with 
moſt aſſur'd privacy. 


Florina wondering at her father's cruelty, 


yet pleas'd at the ſhepherd's civility, pon- 
dering with herſelf which way to wander in 
this exigency ; at laſt following the youth's 
advice, the deſir'd the ſhepherdeſs to bear 
her company, ſo directing their courſe to 
the ſea-ſide, which in two days they attain- 
ed, without being eſpy'd of any: But they 


were no ſooner arrived to a harbouring town, 


but they were inform'd, ghat there was like- 
wife ſearch made for her apprehenſion; 
whereat being almoſt over-whelm'd with 
paſſion, and vanquiſh'd with affection, they 
immediately left the town, and croſs'd the 
ſtrand: tracing upon the borders of the ſea, 
they arriv'd to a little creck, where eſpying 
an aged fiſherman in his cock- boat, repair- 


ing his nets, having given him the time of 
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80 The Garden of Love, and 


the day, afked him, If he would, for recre- 


ation, tranfport them a league on the ſea ? 


The fiſherman demanding a recompence, 


they thereunto agreed; ſo with a merry gale, 
which blew the ſail from the bending maſt, 
they put to ſea, where delighting to ſee the 
old man take ſtore of fiſh, and to fee! the 
boat dance on the azur'd ſeas; in this man- 
ner they paſſed away the time, till night gave 
them a ſummons to return : But before Flo- 
rina reach'd the ſhore, ſhe demonſtrated her 
eſtate to the fiſherman, and begg'd him with 


tears in her eyes, to aſſiſt her in this her 


miſerable diſtreſs, and for her ſafety to con- 
vey her every day on the ſea. The old man 


pitying her eſtate, and being inſtigated by 


her liberality, ſoon to her ſo reafonable a 
requeſt, voluntarily condeſcended : Which 


_ courſe they many days obſerves, with as 


much joy to Florina, as if ſhe had now been 
triumphing in her former dignity ; till at 


laſt fortune reſolving to add more miſery to 


her afflictions, cauſed her, very unexpected- 
ly, for to fall within the labyrinth of a grea- 
ter misfortune ; for they ſo long time daily 
went to ſea, till at length, being two leagues 
from the ſhore, they were eſpy'd by a pin- 


nace, Which ranged cloſe along by the clifts, 
to trap ſome purchaſe, who hoiſting their 


ſails, came directly towards them; and fof 
making ſpeedy way, did very foon cut their 


boat from the ſhore, commanding them to 


the main; which doleful ſentence, alarm'd 
our weak company, and made them almoſt 
dic with grief, to think on their diſaſtrous 

— 78 calamity ; 
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calamity ; ; but eſpecially the lady Florina, 


from whoſe eyes diſtill'd many pearled tears, 
which as the perfect meſſengers of ſorrow, 
did apparently demonſtrate her inſupportable 

grief; but all, alas! in vain, for there was 
no remedy to "aſt her, nor no undaunted 
Alcides near hand to reſcue her from their 


. cruelty ; but they were very rigorouſly com- 


manded to come aboard; which with a faint 
courage, and ſorrowful reſolution, they ef- 


fected, Florina being the laſt that enter'd, 
Whom the turkiſh flaves no ſooner beheld, 


but caſting their eyes upon angelical beauty, 
clapping their hands, and throwing up their 


caps; being glad they had got ſo glorious 2 


prize to preſent their ſultan. The comfort- 
leſs Florina hanging down her head with 
deſpair, thought the was now on the ſtage, 
where the cataſtrophe of her tragedy ſhould : 
be acted. 

But the captain of this curſed crew, diſ- 
erectly beholding her beauty, did from the 
mnfluence of her conſtant eyes, and modeſt 
aſpect, conceive the was a virtuous perſon, 
and of great extraction; in reſpect whereof, 
he diſcharged the reſt, and retain'd only 
perplex'd F lorina, which he commanded to 
be entertained with all reſpect and favour 
imaginable ; and the better to effect it, he 


| forſfook his cabin, and lodg'd her in it, 


charging his page to attend her with as 
great diligence, as on his own perlon ; ſo 
chat Florina might perceive, that as they 
entertain'd her with that civility, ſo they 
likewiſe honoured her, by never Ws © 
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$2 The Garden of Love, and 
to violate her chaſtity, which ſhe a thouſand 
times eſteem'd more dear than her life: But 
again remembering prince Medor, ſhe would 
weep, as if his abſent idea had a regal pre- 
rogative to create her tears; many bitter 
ſighs ſhe likewiſe eccho'd forth, and blam'd 
the unfortunate. fates for inveſting her with 
this difaſtrous accident. In her contempla- 
tion, the ruminated upon his perfections; 
but again pondering. upon his abſence, and 
her own preſent miſery, ſhe would forthwith 
burſt into publick exclamations, curſing the 
inhuman deſtinies for inveſting her breaſt 
with ſuch an aggravation. Which the cap- 


_ tain perceiving, began moſt affectionately 


to comfort her deſpairing courage ; adding 
moreover, with the induſtrious art of his 
fluent rhetorick, that no improbious or male- 
volent proceedings ſhould be exerciſed a- 
gainſt her, but ſuch reſpect ſhouid be paid 
her as was equivalent to her virtue. But 


alas Florina not minding his words, could 


reap no benefit by the anagram of his 
ſpeeches, but ſtill moſt bitterly bewail'd her 
misfortune, lying proſtrate in her cell of 


miſery; where leaving her with the captain 


of the pinnace, who reſolv'd to tranſport her 
to Conſtantinople, we will commit her to 
the favourable occurrence of fortune, and 
return to the two princes. | 
Our two princes having apparent proofs 
of each others affegion, and burning with 


deſire to ſet forward their enterprizes, in- 


ſtantly appointed the next night following at 


ae. outer gate, betwixt twelve and one, they 
would 
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would attend the happy. arrivals of their 


dear princeſſes ; at whole glorious appear- 
ance our two princes advanc'd, and ſaluted 


them; no words could they utter, becauſe Wl 


their tongues, by the power of love, were 
devoted to ſilence, but all that paſſed were 
vollies of fighs; which redoubling, each 
other ſtrove which ſhould firſt unite each 


others heart with the ſympathy of affection. q 


But in ſhort, and in a moment, they heard 
in the palace a great noile, as if all the court 
had been in an uproar ; which ſo amazed 
them, that they knew not how to fave them- 
ſelves, nor where to convey their ladies : 


5 till at laſt Thalmo knowing their eſtate deſ- 


perate, and perceiving it now behoved him 


to calt at all, either to loſe his own life, or 
his dear Athelia, whom he elteem'd far 


more precious; reaſſuming his courage, he 


to his trembling aſiociates ſaid as followeth. 
Prince Plivio, this is no time for us ta 

dally with, therefore with undaunted cou- 

rage lead forth your lady, and if any pre- 


ſume to ſtop your pafla ge, inſtantly fh ath 


your ſword in the perfidious ſlave's 'breaſt 
and without prolixity ſend his ſervile foul to 
the common-wealth of Pluto, for a merito- 
rious ſacrifice: And you, illuſtrious ladies, 
feer nothing, for your virtues are a ſuticient 
bulwark for your preſervation.” 


Which ſaid, they went hand in hand, 


without finding any to reſiſt em, and finds 


ing the porter in his lodge aſleep, privately 


took from him the keys of the palace; when 
unbolting the . gate, they without 


wan 8 
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making any noiſe iſſued forth, and they en- 
ter the foreſt, directing their way to the 
cottage ; where they no ſooner arriv'd, but 
thinking to find ſome ſhepherdeſs, inſtead 
thereof, beheld a very beautiful young man, 
who ſeemed to be overcome with grief, ſit- 
ting very ſorrowfully ſlumbering on a green 
bank, having a book, pen, ink, and paper 
cloſe by him; and hearing the ſound of their 
voices, he roufing up his ſpirits, came and 
ſaluted them in this manner: | 
© Renowned knights, and fair ladies: 
admire not at my ſorrows, nor wonder at 
my diſconſolateneſs, for it is powerful for- 
tune which hath inveſted me with this miſe- 
rable calamity ; but to extirpate his tyranny, 
and to triumph over his uſurpation, I have 
here ſolitarily retir'd myſelf to this grove, to 
live, altho' not ſo well contented as I could 
wiſh, yet ſo well pleas'd as one in my eſtate 
can receive; my rural cottage affords rio 
dainties, but poverty; yet ſuch as it is, if 
you pleaſe to accept, I ſhall render myſelf 
moſt fortunate, and in whatever it comes 
ſhort of your expectation, I will ſupply in - 
freeneſs of ſervice and thanks. 
Which was no ſooner pronounc'd, but 
the ſtranger taking the two ladies by the 
hands, requeſted them, and the tu o princes 
to enter his hermitage ; where he preſented 
them with a banquet of dry'd figs, dates, 
and apricocks, with other fruits, as that 
country did afford ; which being ended, he 
aſk'd the ladies if they would pleafe to re- 
create themſelves in the garden, where they 
Were 
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were no ſooner arriv'd, but the two princeſſes 
after having view'd the odoriferous flowers, 
betook themſelves to the bowers, where their 
beloved princes with divine ſalutes and 
compliments, congratulated them their hap- 
py welcome: the ſtranger viewing their in- 
nocent familiarity, immediately wept, as if 
thoſe heavenly objects had ſome regal pre- 
rogative to command his tears; but to drive 
away his ſorrows which his paſſion had cre- 
ated, he went to his cottage, and returning 
ſpeedily, brought with him an harmonious 
Jute ; the which, after having tun'd, join- 
ing his excellent voice, he ſung theſe lines. 


Wake all ye dead, what ho! what ho! | 
How ſoundly they ſleep whoſe pillows lie low: 
They mind not poor lovers that walk above, 
On the decks of the world, in ſtorms of love; 
No whitpering now, nor glance can paſs, 
Thro' wicket or thro* panes of glaſs : 


The windows and doors are ſhut up and 
barr'd, | 


They lie cloſe in the church and in the 


church-yard : 
In every grave make room, make room, 
The world's at an end and I come, I come. 


The ſtate is now love's foe, love's foe. . 
Has ſciz'd on his arms, his quiver and his bow, 
He has pinion'd his wings and fetter'd his feet, 


| Becaute he made way for poor lovers to meet. 


But oh ſad fate! his judge was old, 
Hearts cruel are when blood grows cold. 
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No man being young, his proceſs could draw, 

Oh heav'ns that love ſhould be ſubject to law. 
Let lovers go woo the dead, the dead, 
Lie two in a grave, and two in a bed. 


No ſooner had he ended theſe Mo, but 


he inſtantly began afreſh to weep, and ſo 


determining to aflwage his ſorrows, with a 
compliment he prefent]y departed, walking 
a diſtance from them in a fair ſummer-houſe; 
the which our royal couples perceiving, be- 

an immediately to ſurmiſe that he was in 


love with ſome cruel lady, whoſe rigorous 


repulſe was the motive of his paſſion; but 
ondering on his grief by their own forrows, 
and his diſconſolateneſs by their own late 


diſtemper, they all bewail'd his misfortune, 


and compaſſionated his aMiction ; lamenting 
that ever their arrival ſhould renew his grief, 
or bring that afreſh into his memory which 


proved his torment. At length Athelia and 


Merſilva roſe up, which Thalmeno and 
Palmo no ſooner perceiy'd, but they follow- 
ed them; where paſſing along by a ſtately 
pine-tree, they upon the bark thereof elpy'd 
ſome characters to be curiouſly carv'd, and 
approaching near, they read theſe words, 

[The idea of Florina ſhall never depart 
my memory. A 

Which characters „ and . 
ing what the lady thgrein mention'd might 
be, they immediately went and advertis'd 
Thalmeno and Palmo, who were walking 


at ſome diſtance, who not a little admiring 
to hear the name of F lorina there decypher- 


ed, 


Royal Flower of Fidelity. 87 


ed, began to conjecture that he might be 


prince Medor : in reſpect whereof, to ſatisfy 
their ardent deſire, they with their ladies 
went towards him, where being entered the 
bower, Thalmeno deliver'd himſelf 1 in theſe 
words. : 
« Sir, I beſeech you in friendſhip to cer- 
tify to me, whether you are acquainted with 
the princeſs Florina, daughter unto the king, 
of Numidia, and alſo whether you know 
prince Medor, ſon unto the king of Biafara.” 
The ſtranger no ſooner heard pronounced 
the ſacred name of Florina, but he inſtantly 
fell to the ground ; when cloſing his eyes, 
one would have thought he reſolv'd as then 
to take his farewel of *he world ; the which 
our princeſſes no ſooner beheld, but they 
ſo employed their beſt {kill, that in a 


ſhort time he recover'd; and raiſing him- 


ſelf, he in a ſighing manner breath'd out 


theſe words. 

Ah Florina! who name infuſeth life 
to my weak ſenſes; ; then fetching a deep 
ſigh, ſaid, © Moſt generous knights and 
beautiful ladies, I have had the happineſs to 
be acquainted with the princeſs Florina, and 
am that unfortunate Medor which you en- 
quire for ; unfortunate I-may -well declare, 
in being abſent from Florina ; the memory 
of divine beauty hath this many months been 
the goddeſs of my devotions ; therefore 1 
beſeech you, if you can give me any infor- 
mation of that worthy perſon, I would be 
you in all humanity to eaſe my mind; hs. 
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to congratulate your civility, I will for ever 


remain your affectionate ſervant.” 


To which Thalmeno reply'd, © Prince 
Medor, as you have with that civility re- 
ceived us, ſo I will no longer conceal from 

ou thoſe which are your debtors; I am 
Thalmeno, ſon and heir to the king of Ci- 


cilia, and the prince my couſin, fon to the 


king of Egypt; who ſome two years ſince 
reſolved to travel, having departed from my 
father's court, directing our Courſe to Afri- 

ca, and journeying three days alone, being 
deititute of a guide, and unſkilful of the 
country, by misfortune ftray'd into. an un- 
known deſart; but fortune willing to inter- 
mix our bitter forrows with fome pleaſures, 
conducted us fortunately to a beautiful caſ- 
tle, which entering, we found the princeſs 


| Florina thereof the deſolate inhabitant, who 


having forfaken her father's court, vow'd to 
remain, until the joyful return of your 
therefore prince Medor, if 
you pleafe to honour us with your good 


company, we are bound for Cicilia, and 


immediately upon our arrivals, with leave 
of the powers divine, we will conduct you 
to the melancholy place of her ſolitary re- 
tirement.” 

Prince Medor being very well pleaſed 
with this fortunate news, very freely ac- 


| cepted of their proffer, and promiled' to ac 


company them; and with fo chearful a 


<ountenance, that in his mertiferous ſpirit it 


ſeem'd the abſent idea of Florina had infuſed 


exact vitality but at laſt fixing his eyes 
| | Upon 


caſion induced them to travel; who related 


proffered to conduct them through the vine- 


Alphonſo his uncle, was by tempeſtuous 


joy keeping on their courſe for the defir'd 


the ſlackneſs of the current drove her; ſo 


glaſs was in election to be finiſhed, the maſ- 
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upon the ſweet object of the ladies beauty, 
and pondering on his divine Florina, he ear- 
neſtly demanded of Thalmeno who thoſe 
beautiful ladies were, and what private oc- 


to him the whole circumſtance of their pro- 
ceedings, and their deſire to travel to Ci- 
cilia: He thereupon having complimented 
them in a very high manner, voluntarily 


yards, and champion countries to the ſea- 
fide; the princes and ladies being very well 
pleaſed, prepared inſtantly to depart, where 
they were no ſooner arriv'd, but prince Me- 
dor very fortunately met with a ſhip of war 
of Madagaſcar, which belonging to duke 


weather and contrary winds forc'd there to 
take harbour. Glad of this unexpected op- 
portunity, they immediately contracted a. 
bargain with the maſter for their paſſage, 
and with a favourable wind they failed for 
Cicilia. They remained ſo long on the ſeas, 
that after many tempeſtuous ſtorms, they at 
laſt ſafely attain'd Gibraltar, the entrance of 
the Mediterranean ſtreights; and fo with 


land of Cicilia, they were towards night 
very quietly becalmed, in ſuch a manner, 
that their ſhip made no way, but only float- 
ed upon the face of Neptune, according as 


that at laſt keeping good watch, as the third 


ter walking aloft upon the ſpare deck, heard 
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the noiſe of oars plowing in the entrails of 
Thetis; whereat reſolving to prevent the 
worſt, he mounted the main ſhrouds, direct- 
ing fill his eyes by his ears, ſo long, till at 
laſt he eſpy'd a very ſtout galley ſwittly ma- 
king towards them; at which unlook'd for 
accident, he with his ſilver Whiſtle alarm'd 


the whole company in the ſhip, who quit- 


ting their hammocks, mounted the upper 
deck, admiring exceedingly what this unac- 
cuſtom'd Fae) meant; but the maſter 
ſhewing them the occaſion, they inſtantly 
with heroica: refolutions, fetch'd forth their 
muſkets, and provided all things which 
might be any ways neceſfary for a combat; 

amongſt the reſt, the maſter gunner burning 


with deſire to ſhew ſome experience of his 


praiſe- -worthy art, requeſted the captain to 
permit him to make a {hot or two tou ards 
them ; whereat condeſcending, a couple of 
half pieces of ordnance were provided, and 
diicharged off with ſuch fury, that it not 


only made a maſſacre amongit the miſerable 


flaves, but alſo at fo fudden a motion made 
the commanders themſelves tremble, in ſuch 
a manner, as forced them to pull in their. 
oars, Jet down their ſails, and to ſtand upon 
their guard; which the maſter perceiving, 
and knowing they would linger till the next 
day, having appointed each his place, and 
in his abſence gave the chief officers their 


charge, he immediately went down to the, 


cabin, to comfort our almoſt comfortleſs lo- 
vers, who alas! lay in a poſture of deſpair ; 
for they no ſooner heard the report of the 


ſhot, 
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f ſhot, but they generally thought 'it came 
e from ſome near harbouring enemy; they 
— were all in an extaſy of ſorrow, blaming 
t ſortune for her frowns, and exclaiming a- 
— gainſt their miſeries: Which the maſter 
r | perceiving, comforted them in the beſt man- 
d ner he could, and advis'd them to be chear- 
- | ful; adding moreover, that there was no 
rf danger, and in the morning he did not doubt 
= of being conqueror ; whereupon our three 
2X princes comforted their two ſorrowful ladies, 
y who began to doubt of their own, and the 
ir princes ſafeties; which created many tears 
h that diſtilled down their cheeks; which our 
2 princes perceiving, and being very eager to 
2 purchaſe their freedom, ſolemnly departed 
is | the cabin, and thruſt themſelves among the 
to mariners, whom moſt couragiouſly they ani- 
as mated with ſuch exhortation, that they ge- 
of nerally proteſted to ſacrifice their lives, tor 
ad the eſtabliſhing of their tranquilities. So 
ot | that when night was expired, and day began 
le | to draw near, our maſters and princes ſo 
de ordered their affairs, that the flags and 
ch | ftreamers were abroad playing with the wind, 
ir | and all things ready in their proper order; 
on the maſter upon the poop with his ſilver 
g: ſword, to wheaſe them to the leeward, and 


þ 4 the trumpets ready at the beck, to ſound the 
nd | firſt onſet: On the contrary part, the galley 
er | fported herſelf in the pride of her warlike 
he. jollity, and with a valorus reſolution came 
lo- towards them; when inſtantly the wind be- 
r | gan to blow afreſh: our maſter, by the con- 


the ſent of the three princes, went by their ſhort 
ſails 
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fails within cannon-ſhot, reſolving to attend 
their coming, and with honour to fight it 
out: The which the - galley ſlaves per- 
ceiving, began to cry, Victoria, thinking 
that they had already yielded. But, ali! | 
they were deceived of their hopes; for think- 
ing to board them, the ſhip in a moment 
poured in her ſmall ſhot, as thick as hail, 
and therewithal gave ſuch a broad-ſide, which 
in the galley made ſuch a rattling thunder,. 
that their rails, penets, yea, hatches, and 
1 all began to advance to the ſkies: There 
HY might you have ſeen ſome dangerouſly 
wounded, which lay gaſping their laſt ; ſome 
already lain, imbruing themlelves in their 
fellows blood? and ſome, whoſe heads fly- 
ing from their bodies, went to advertiſe their 
friends of their woful tragedies. 

The captain and commanders of the gal- 
ley, raging at the unexpectedneſs of recei- 
ving ſo hot an entertainment, diſdaining to 
die in their debts, bad their gunners give 

fire; where betwixt them was fo furious a 
$4 4 fight, that it was hard to judge on which 
15 ſide victory would incline: But when the 
fatal day was almoſt finiſhed, wherein many 
| had loft their lives, the galley moſt dange- 
rouſly received ſuch a ſhot between wind ; 
and water, that all within it made a hideous 
cry; which our princgs underftanding, in- 
ſtantly conceived ſome hopes of a victory; 
whereupon they afreſh let fire their cannon, 
which made ſuch breaches in the galiey, 
that they ſeeing no hope whereon to rely, 
immediately yielded : Which our Pe 
an 
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company perceiving, for ſudden joy gave a 
great ſhout for the conqueſt of ſo tamous a 

victory; when inſtantly they hoiſted out 
their ſhallop, and were in great parley, 
which of them ſhould go commander: Thal- 
meno he willingly offer'd his ſervice, and 


Palmo he vow'd not to ſtay behind; but 


prince Medor, ſeeing his aſſociates in con- 
tention ſtept in, and furiouſly proteſted they 
ſhould both ſtay with their ladies, for he 
would only go maſter of the ſhip. They 
hearing of his voluntary reſolution, gave 
ſentence he ſhould : Whereupon, with a 
noiſe of trumpets, away went prince Medor, 
and Thalmeno and Palmo returned down to 
the cabin, where their ladies came recipro- 
cally to congratulate them of their great and 
fortunate victory ; where ſo joyful a meet- 
ing betwixt them was demonſtrated, that 
their minds, which before ſwam in the ocean 
of deſpair, did now float upon the waves of 
pleaſantneſs; for their pale complexions 
were metamorpho'sd to cherry countenan- 
ces; and their mournful eyes which were 
almoſt drowned in tears, did now clear u 

with vivacity; and in ſhort, all receiv'd 


| fuch ſatisfaction, as my abrupt pen cannot 


delineate. Prince Medor being now near 
the galley, at laſt very reſolutely eter'd with 


his men, without finding any oppoſition ; 


who ſeeing they were all hid, by ſorfnd of 
trumpet commanded their appearance, who 
came forth in a trembling manner, and ſee- 
ing their enemies with their ſwords drawn, 


immediately fell on their faces and deſired 
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pardon : Upon which ſubmiſſion, prince 
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Medor commanded his men, that upon pain 
of death, not to hurt them, either in body 
or goods : Which the captain underſtand- 
ing, came forth and beg'd his life, which 
prince Medor inſtantly granted : Where- 
upon after he was inform'd whence the gal- 


ley came, and to whom it belong'd, he to 


the prince addreſs'd himſelf in theſe words : 
Although it grieves me, couragious 
Knight, to be conquer'd by any, yet ſince 


my fortune mult needs endure the frowns of 


war, I rejoyce in my happineſs* to become 
therefore, 


tributary to ſo worthy a perſon ; 
noble fir, ſince you have with ſuch heroical 
voluntirineſs ſpared our lives, I muſt ac- 
quaint you, that within this next cabin, 
there is reſident a virtuous lady, whom for- 
tune hath made our priſoner; her extraction 
I know not, but it outward deportment does 
deſcribe. inward qualities, I preſume ſhe is 
ſome perſon of noble deſcent ; her beha- 
viour, though in adverſity, is ſuch that as 
ſhe carries her perplexity with a modeſt 
countenance, ſo ſhe diſdains to render her- 
ſelf tributary to the infidelity of fortune.“ 
Prince Medor no ſooner underſtood this 
unexpected news, but burning with defire 
to know what this lady might be, very 
friendly commanded the captain to bring 


him to her preſence ; where he was no ſoon- 


er arrived, but he beheld this doleful lady 
imbathing herſelf in tears, lying proſtrate on 


the ground with her viſage over-veil'd, and 


being as it were in a letharg gy; chinking that 
the 
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the firſt that entered was the harbinger of 
death, and the inhumane inſtrument of her 
untimely martyrdom : But behold it fell out 
otherwiſe ; for when ſhe expected he would 
ſheath his ſword in her innocent breaſt, wh 

even then he took her by the lilly hand, and 
with an amiable voice uttered theſe words. 

« Ariſe, fair lady ! for your life and liber- 
ty is granted you: Whereupon in a mo- 
ment, as being acquainted with the voice, 
ſhe ſtarted, and perceived it was prince Me- 
dor which pronounced that welcome ſen- 
tence, being tranſported with an extraordi- 
nary paſſion, the fell into a trance. Prince 
Medor perceiving this tragical unexpected 
accident, failed not to employ his beſt en- 
deavours for her recovery: and ſo thinkin 
to raiſe her up, by chance the vell falling 
from her beautiful face, he perceived it to 
be his fair Florina ; but being aſtoniſn'd, he 
doubted the ſincerity of his eyes, whilſt a 
ſecond ſurvey of her perſon conhrm'd his 
belief, and finding her to be eſſentially his 


unlook'd for Florina, with a ſwift reſolu- 


tion advancing his pace, he with open arms 
went and embrac'd her; where ſo delight- 
ful a meeting was betwixt them demonſtra- 
ed that from ſo pleaſing a ſolace it was meer 
ſacrilege to ſeparate them: Prince Medor 
reflecting upon the divine object of Florina's 
beauty, he ſo found his mind devoted to 
ſilence, that the review of her cherry coun- 


tenance wrapped up his ſenſes in an extaſy 


of contentation, which forc'd him into a 
trance; the which Florina perceiving, melt- 
| | | | | Tn ing 
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lity; and as I have long ſince dedicated my- 


er heard, but over-ſhadowing her lilly cheeks 


ing as it were into tears of ſorrow, with her 
fair hands began to corroborate his temples; 
ſo that her ſovereign breath infuſing vitality 
to his ſickly ſenſes, made him again re- 
aſſume his wonted courage, when invitin 
his wandering tongue to diſplay the ſecrets 
of his wavering mind, taking Flerina by 
her alabaſter hand, he pronounc'd theſe 
words : - . 

Dear Florina, might I finiſh my days 


in thy embraces, or now ſacrifice the re- 


mainder of my life before thy divine deity, 


J ſhould not only account myſelf favour'd of 
the ſaints in affording me ſuch good fortune, 
but alſo eſteem my enterprizes more than 


happy, in being ratify'd by the ſynod of the 


gods themſelves; but dear Florina, fince 
the bleſſed fight of thy heavenly ſelf hath ſo 
freed me from the chains of bondage, and 
from the fetters of deſpair, I here preſent 
you with my ſervice, conſtancy, and fide- 


ſelf to your divine beauty, ſo I reſolve to 


live and die your faithful, and never waver- 


— 


ME DOR. Ie 


ing fervant to the end, 


Which heavenly ſpeeches F lorina no ſoon- 


with a crimſon die; having imbath'd her 
tender mind in love, and her reſolutions in 
affection, ſhe in her delicate hand taking p 
her handkerchief to wipe away thoſe pearledſ“ 
tears from her lovely countenance, with anſ'* 

| 5 5 amiablq® 
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amiable yet ſorrowful voice, ihe —_ | 
him this anſwer : | 


Dear prince Medor, were 1 acquainted | 

: with that friendly god which ratified thy 
f freedom, or with that favourable ſaint which 
: re- conducted thee to my preſence; my ſin- 
2 | cere congratulation ſhould diſplay itſelf with 
what eonſtancy I attended ' your coming, 
and now with what amity I honour thy ar- 
rival ; therefore welcome dear prince to thy 
e Florina, and millions of thanks 
of to gracious Mars for og me c2ptive 
to ſo fortunate a conqueror. Since thy de- 

an | Parture J have lived moſt comfortleſs, yet 
he enjoying once more thy preſence, I now 
ce | bury the memory of all former griefs in the 
(© | grave of oblivion ; invincible affection hath 
nd | 0 captivated my ſpirits, and conquered my 
ſenſes, that only I now live to reſpect dear 
de- Medor, and in ſpight of all fortune's ef- 


8 ſects, reſolve to die in the league of his de- 
fired friendſhip. 


: The prince pondering upon her affec- 
JR kionate words, not able to contain ſuch ar- 
dent expreſſions, cry'd out, Ah dear Flo- 
rina! whoſe fight infuſes vitality to my 
amazing ſenſes ; baniſh now from thy breaft 
he the memory of ſorrow, and let content- 
ment flouriſh in thy mind; for now before 

tne ſhrine of thy ſacred ſelf, hou the altar 
Aof fidelity, Medor preſents thee with ſo 
Tug compleat a portion of undaunted fiiendſhip, 
1h” you can any ways deſire, or the gods 
diſtribute; 
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hath fo ordain'd it, that now contrary to 

+ my expectation, you are made my happy 
priſoner, know empreſs of my thoughts, 
and angel of my imaginations, that in moſt 
honourable company I am bound for Ci- 
cilia, where as ſoon as arrive, I will moſt 
willingly ſolemnize our nuptials, and ratify 
my beautiful Florina to be the ſole gover- 
neſs of my breaſt's expectations. 


Florina no ſooner heard the harmony of 


his ſpeeches, but ſaid, Think not dear Me- 
dor, that having long ſince devoted myſelf 
yours, I will now' repent me of my enter- 
prize, but rather I beſeech you conſider, 
at leaſt, if my prayers may gain acceptance 
in our amity, that Florina eſteems the ſeal 
of our nuptials, to be the entrance of her 
fortunacy, and the uniting of our affec 
tions, the very quinteſſence of her feli 
city ; therefore I beſeech you delay no time 
but rather advance thy enterprize; to thi 
end, that prince Medor receiving the chie 
' folace of his breaſt, Florina may recipro 
cally enjoy the deſir'd object of her immoi 


tal affections. 


To which the prince replyd: W 


then my fair Florina, make ready for th 


departure; to the end that I may info 
my princely aſſociates of our happineſs, an 
ſo proſecute our voyage to Cicilia. To 

cilia, ſaid Florina, and the pearled tea 
trickled down her vermillion cheeks ; ”_ 
| | | 4 
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diſtribute ; and dear Florina, ſince fortune 
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Medor perceiving, deſir'd her to let him 


know the occaſion of that ſudden paſſion. 
To which ſhe reply'd, Since I firſt heard 


you repeat the name of Cicilia, my preſent 
joys doth afreſh put me in mind of my for- 
mer miſeries. For, dear prince, having for 
thy ſake ſequeſtred myſelf from all company, 
and built up my reſidence in a deſolate caſ- 
tle; there unexpectedly arriv'd two foreign 
knights from Cicilia, who in reward of ſome 
ſmall favour I afforded them, proteſted very 
ſolemnly to re-ſearch thee out, at leaſt if 
the confines of Africa did contain thee. 


Prince Medor reply'd, And have you not 


ſince heard of their adyenturous proceedings. 
No, reply'd Florina, which much troubles 
me, in reſpect, they were compaſſionate of 
my ſorrows, and admirers of my affections. 
Thus with much pleaſant diſcourſe they 
deluded the time, till Florina ruſh'd out of 
her cabin, and taking him by the hand, ſaid, 
Come dear prince, let us depart from hence, 
and crown our ry ſeries with the triumph 
of content; fortune you know is variable, 
therefore let us {lip no time, while oppor- 
runity doth preſent ; only this I do requeit 


of you, that theſe miſerable ſlaves, who by 


your conquering valeur are made captives, 
may without prejudice to themfe}ves or 
goods, have free permiſtion to depart ſafely, 


Prince Medor highly cammending her, 
for projecting ſo charitable a virtue, very 
freely thereunto condeſcended, and to dif- 
miſſing his priſoners, he comman.!ed his 
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| Hhallop to be made ready, and with a noiſe 


of trumpets chearfully departed ; but long 
he floated not on the ſurges of Thetis, till 
a favourable gale re- conducted him ſafe to 
his ſhip, where entering and enquiring for 
the princes, anfwer was inſtantly made him, 


that they were in the cabin, recreating the 


ladies with 'muſick ; whereupon leaving 
Florina for a while in another cabin, he 


went to the princes and ladies, to partici- 


pate of their exquiſite harmony : The which, 


'Thalmeno and Palmo no ſooner perceiv'd, 
but laying their inſtruments aſide, each par- 


ticularly with his lady, went and congra 
tulated his ſafe return, aſking him the news 
of his ſucceſs: To which he reply'd-: 


Princes and Jadies, inſtead of a rich prize, 
I have met with an ineſtimable jewel, the 
valuation whereof cannot be caſt up by the 
whole induſtrious ſcience of arithmetick, 
nor by the noble art of algebra. No, re- 
ply'd Athelia and Merfilva, why then we 
believe you have taken all the mint of 


Mexico, or elle ingroſs'd the minerals of 


Peru. Indeed ladies, reply'd the prince, that 
J have not, and yet I divinely rejoyce in 
poſſeſſing 10 ſacred a preſent. 


Whereupon Palmo and Thalmeno al; 


© Then we believe, Prince Medor, you 


© have received ſome information of the 
* princeſs Florina, oz elſe ſeen the reſem- 
bling idea of her beautiful perfections.” 


The prince hearing the divine name of his 
Florina 
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Florina repeated, could not refrain produ- 
cing ſome ſmiles; ſo ſtepping to the cabin 


where he had left her, taking her by the 


hand, he preſented her to the whole com- 
pany ; at which Thalmeno and Palmo re- 
flecting their obſervations upon her angeli- 
cal beauty, preſently conjectured her to be 
the admired Florina ; but not able to ratify 
their ſuſpected aſſurance, looking one on the 
other, durſt not adventurg to congratulate 
her by the name of Florina; on the other 
ſide Florina fixing the influence of her ſpe- 
culations upon their aſpects, immediately 
judged them to be Thalmeno and Palmo ; 


but at laſt, after many obſeryations, 'Thal- 


meno began to believe that it was abſolutely 
fair Florina ; upon which kiſfing her hand, 


he thus congretulated her. 


8 Madam, | 
Joyful 'Thalmeno. And millions of thanks 
to kind fortune, who inveſting my eyes. with 
the objects of ſuch unexpected happineſs Þ? 


| Florina hereat colouring her checks with a 


crimſon bluſh, return'd him this anſwer. 


© Thanks, noble prince, ſor your he- 
roical goodneſs, and more than fortunate 
am 1, to be the eſſential ſubject of your 
favours.” Prince Palmo here interrupting 
her, went likewiſe and kifled her fair hand, 
and congratulated her ; where betwixt thoſe 
three majeſticks of affection, ſuch joyful ex- 
preſſions of friendihip was repeated, that 
Athelia and Merſilva fitting attentively in a 


E 3 corner, 
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you are thrice welcome to 
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corner, (unſcen of F lorina) admired what 
this unlook'd for object was; for firſt enter- 
taining ſome ſparks of jealouſy, they con- 
jectur'd this Beautiful favourite was come 
on purpoſe to fruſtrate their expectations: 
but inſtantly ballancing the fidelity of their 
princes by their own *affeQions, they both 
thought 1 in point cf friendſnip, and to fatisfy 
*their curioſity to advance and congratulate 
her; but prince Medor ſtanding at ſome 
diſtance, and conjecturing by the change of 


their countenances, that their thoughts were 
in ſome diſorder, interrupted them in this 


manner. 
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Fair princeſſes, to be impartial, this 
tne lady Ae h is here, e to your 
eyes, is my admired Florina, whom I ho- 
nour and adore, as the goddeſs of my feli- 
City.” Athelia and Merſilva hearing this, | 

2nd infuſing into their minds the unk 1 
tor cvent of this happy accident, demon- 
itrating by their ſnuliug alpects, that their 
hearts were inwardly filled with joy and 
8 gladneſs, returned him this anſwer. -” 

i Prince Medor, we hcartily congratu- 8 
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[138 late you, and do exceedingly rejoice, that 
iS the ccleſtial deity hath crown'd all our af- 
tections, after our ſorrows ; and that fortune 
5 hath ſmiled upon you, in the happy arrival 
„ of your divine Florina!' Whereupon they 
11 cach of them ſaluted her, and congratulated 
5 her happy welcome. Many affection ate 
ſighs, tweet ſmiles, and picrcing counte- 


Hghances were on cach fide, with demonſtra- 
| | tions 


18 


n . 0 7 


Ma @ NS 


» c = 


Royal Flower of Fidelity. 103 
tions of joy for prince Medor's and the lady 
Florine's happy meeting. And now having 
ſiniſhed their congratulations, they wiſhgd 


themſclves ſafely landed upon the ſhores of 
Cicilia; the which the matter of the ſhip 


percciving, failed not to the utmoſt of his 
power to ſhorten their ſea-faring voyage : fo 
that hoiſting one more ſail, and plowing 
through the entrails of the ſea,. they at laſt 
in a radiant day very fortunateiy cipied the 
coaſts of Cicilia, which the maſter percei- 
ving, went immediately and advertiſed our 
royal company of this fortunate news; which 
no ſooner was reported to them, but inſtant- 


ly leaving their amorous diſcourſe, they ver 


chearfully, being deſirous of that long wiſh'd 
tor fight, mounted the upper deck, by which 
time the wind continua:ly freſhing, they 
were almoſt approaching the fhore ; the 
proſpect of which ſo reviv'd their ſickly 
ſenſes, that prince Thalmeno at laſt ſeeing 
the ſhip at an anchor, commanded the boat- 
ſwain to ſet them on ſhore. | 


In which time the three princeſſes went 


to their cabinets, and adorn'd themſelves in 
a very rich manner, that they father reſem- 


bled celeſtial nymphs, than human beau- 
ties, and facred queens than terreſtial prin- 


ceſſes. The happy hour of their departure 


being come, hand in hand, Ike ſaints of 
felicity, they ruſhed forth, preſenting them- 
ſelves to their princes ; who attending their 
errival, receiv'd them with extraordinary 
demonſtrations of joy: Then generally ta- 
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king leave of their company, and the ſhal- | 


wy being ready, they moſt gallantly depart- 
ed; at whoſe farewel, the maſter gave ſuch 
a thundering volley of ordnance, that the 


rebounding eccho thereof drove the har- 


bouring Cicilians into an affrightment ; pre- 
ſuppoſing that fome foreign enemy was come 


to invade em, that in whole troops they 


directed their courſe to the ſea-ſide; upon 
whoſe obdurate ſands with drums beating 
and colours flying, they attended their land- 
ing. „ „ | 
Our princes perceiving this unexpected 


warlike afſembly, could not imagine the 
occaſion of this hoſtility ; but to prevent the 


worſt, they commanded a flag of truce to be 


demonftrated, and ſo drew near the ſhore : 
Which the Cicilians eſpying, they deſir'd to 
know of what country they were, and what 
this unaccuſtomed alarm meant, and fo ad- 


vanced to prevent their landing. But prince 
Thalmeno not - minding their flouriſhing 


bravado, commanded the boatſwain to ſet 
*em on ſhore; which no ſooner was effect- 
ed, but they congratulated their ladies ſafe 
arrival, and each taking his lady by the 
hand, they very couragiouſly went forwards. 
The Cicilians thought to have had ſome 
hot ſkirmiſh, but inftead thereof, meeting 
with this weak company, they dragg'd their 
enſigns with laughter in the duſt, which be- 
fore were diſplay'd in the air. The chief 
commanders, out of curioſity, defiring to 
learn what this tragi-comedy meant, ad- 
5 . 5 vanced 
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vanced their pace towards our royal com- 


pany; where glancing their eyes upon tlie 


beauty of the ladies, they at laſt fix d their 
eyes upon the princes, and apparently per- 
ceived their ſovereign young prince 'Thal- 
meno, to be there preſent : At which un- 
expected fight, they threw away their wea- 
pons of war, and went and proſtrated them- 
ſelves at his feet. Which prince Thalmeno 
perceiving, after having gratified their Joyal | 
affectionate humility, with thanks, com- 
manded them to muſter up their forces, and 
fo to accompany him, and his princely aſſo- 
ciates to the palace. Which news was no 


ſooner noiſed amongſt the camp, but the 


were all ready at their arms, and gallantly 
march'd forwards; the king by this time 


was advertiſed of hs welcome news of the 


prince his ſon's arrival, and inſtantly com- 
manded three ſtately rich coaches to be ſent 
to conduct him, and his royal companions 
to the court; which was done with ſuch 
ſpeed, that in a ſhort time they drew near 
the ſuburbs of Meſſina, which being the 
capital city of Cicilia, was ſo adorned on 
both ſides the way with rich tapeſtry hang- 
ings on the windows and balconies, can- 
nons and enfigns planted on the bulwark 
and towers in ſo pleaſant a manner, that 
their outward pomp was a demonſtration of 
their inward affections. 


The king his father being certified of his 


| near approach, accompanied with the queen, 
and a great conceurſe of ladies and cava- 


K 
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liers, very. majeſtically went forth to meet 
them, where before the port royal he was 
graciouſſy received, in ſuch a manner, as 
befitted his royalty; the queen likewiſe em- 
braced him, and with joyful tears congra- 
tulated his welcome. . Having ended the 
ceremony, with their beautiful ladies, they 
in great magnificence rode on to the city, 
at whoſe joyful entrance, the loyal inhabi- 
tants cauſed their pieces of ordnance to be 
difcharged ; the ſtreets alſo, as they paſſed 
along, were beautified with many itately 
pageants; where to demonſtrate the citi- 
zens voluntary kindneſs, this royal com- 
pany was feaſted with curious banquets, 
preſented by virgins of excellent beauties : 
Thus paſting the ſtreets in ſplendour, thro! 
a lane of warlike young men of the city, 
they at laſt arrived to the palace, where a 
double court of guards, commanded. by the 
chief nobles of the iſland, moſt famouſly re- 

ceived them, CV 3 


Thalmeno having given the king his fa- 
ther an account of his proceedings, and 
likewiſe of the virtuous diſpoſitions of the 
three angelical ladies, but eſpecially of the 
princeſs Athelia: The king willing to try 
the experiment, whether ſhe were adorn'd 
with ſuch rare perfections as Eis fon athrm- 
ed, very privately invited her to a ſecret 
conference; where entertaining her with 
ſundty intricate queſtions, as well of wit, as 

loyalty; love, as modeſty ; he at laſt found 
"ws ogib:catly yiituous, that comparing 
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her ingenuity with her princely deicent, he 
accounted himſelf happy to be ehdued witif 
ſo gracious a daughter, and his fon moſt 


| fortunate in being bleis'd with fuch a match- 


leſs beauty. The queen likewiſe obſerv'd 

her modeſt deportment, and princely qua- 
lities to be ſo adorn'd with affable demon- 
ſtratives of goodneſs, that ſhe thought her 
not only to be a ſecond Diana for modeſty 
and chaſtity, but alſo an excellent. Calliope 
for her ingenious curiolty. 
Whereupon ſhe immediately thought 
that no greater happineſs could attend her 
ſon, than to be grac'd with ſo fweet a prin- 
ceſs, ſo that the king and queen both [ym 


pathetically triumphing, could not be ſatis- 


fied, until they had afſigned a day to per- 
form their nupuaals ; which was not long 


prefixing, for the next feſtival day was ap- + 
petnted ; which heavenly news Thaleno I 
and Athelia no ſooner underſtood, but with | 
millions of amorous rejoycings they attend- 


ed the hour wherein their expectations 


ſhould be crown'd. 


But to return tc our other princes and 
ladies, who being iniormed of prince Thal- 
meno's fortunate proceedings, wiſh'd them- 


ſelves the like enjoyment : which Thal- 
meno perceiving, meaſuring their languiſh- 


ing ſickneſs by his own diſtemper, went 
immediately to the king his father, and 
humbly requeſted that his two princely com- 


panions might likewiſe under his gracious 


in QUT, 


a 


favour, en 


oy their virtuous princeſſes; 
which he ſo authentickly ſollicited, that the 
king his father to it ſoon condeſcended, and 
that one day ſhould conſummate the gene- 
ral triplicity of their marriages. 


This news was no ſooner related by 


Thalmeno to Palmo, prince Medor, and 
the princeſſes, but being extreamly well 


pleaſed, they heartily thank'd him for ſo 
great a favour. | | 


While theſe royal lovers were with plea- 


fant amours, beguiling the time, the king 


was very diligent in making preparations 
for their ſolemnity; and the more to dig- 
nify that day with heroical triumphs, he 
through his whole ifland, by his herald, 


commanded a tilt and tournament to be 


proclaim'd ; whereunto not only the nobles 


of his dominions ſhould be welcome, but 


alſo all foreign princes and cavaliers what- 
ſoever, might have free acceſs, 


The report thereof was no ſooner diſ- 


perſed through the neighbouring nations, 
but to Cicilia came in great numbers many 


valorous troops, of magnanimous martial- 
iſts, ſo that at the time appointed, as there 


wanted not crowds of ſpectators to behold 


the triumphs, ſo there needed not innume- 
rable numbers of cavaliers to ſatisfy their 


expectations, 


: 1 mc 
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And now the joyful day being come, 
which as the ingenious Cicilians did illu- 
ſtrate with terreſtial bravery, ſo the gods 
themſelves, in the ſynod of their reſolu- 
tions did determine to adorn it with hea- 
venly beauty. | 


For Aurora had no ſooner given the night 
an overthrow, but ſplendent Titan began 
with his golden rays to embelliſh the day, 
when the ſtreets being hung with curious 
tapeſtry, the pageant, adorned with gliſter- 
ing art, and the ſtreets ſtrewed with plea- 
ſant flowers, by many kings, queens, lords 
and ladies, theſe, our royal lovers, were 
moſt majeſtically conducted to the temple, 

where the ſolemn matrimonial rites were 
celebrated. | 


Then turning to the palace, they were 
with ſumptuous feaſts, curious dances, and 
ſarabands, with ſtately maſks, and variety 
of muſick, ſo extraordinarily entertained, 
that the deſcription thereof J cannot ſuffi- 
ciently relate. : 


The day now being over-veiled with ob- 
ſcure night, ſummons theſe our amorous 


| lovers to their bed-chambers; where the 


doors being ſhut, we will leave them to 
their amorous pleaſures, and return to the 
next day, wherein the heroical feats of chi- 
valry were to be accompliſhed. 


The 
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The morn was fair, hs PORE bright, 
the wind calm, and Phoebus in his radiant. 
pavillion, delighted to grace the circum- 
ference of the day, with his meridional 


beauty. 


The tilts being built, the cavaliers rea- 
dy, and the herald prepared; let us a while 
leave the court, and with valour direct our 
hiſtory to the camp; wherein a gallery, 
_ theatre-manner, was ſo induſtriouſſy built, 
that the royal aſſembly, and beautiful la- 
dies, might at their eaſe be ſpectators, and 
in ſafety lit W d of any. 


Now to begin with the articles project- 
cd for tilting, it was thus ordained : 
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comers.” 

5g | 

4 Whereupon by the king's command, the 
40 herald founded to the combat; when in- 
18 ſtantly a Cicilian knight, gallantly mount- 
5 ed, entered the liſt, was preſently met by a 
fl warlike Hungarian, who at the firſt en- 
Fl counter, lodging his Jaunce in his enemy's 
* breaſt, very valorouſly unhors'd him; to 
+: revenge Whoſe infamy, another Cicilian 
ſaluting the king, fetching his career, gal- 
:Þ loped within the liſts, which as the firſt, 
3 was by the Hungarian in a moment van 
7 e. 
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ereat, by his royal 
onqueror a preſent ; 
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The king aſtoniſh' 
page, ſent the 
and ſo extolling highly his valour, com- 
manded two freſh champions to be ad- 
mitted, which inſtantly was accompliſhed. 


But wavering fortune as for a time 
to ſmile on the ſtrange cavaliers, did by 
the inſtinct of her influence, continually 
afford them victory; ſo that of twenty Ci- 
cilian champions, which encountered that 
day, not one remained conqueror, but all 


to their immortal ſhame return'd van- 


Ins, 
The whole aſſembly 1 hereat, 


could not refrain from aſtoniſhment; the 
which the king remarking, inſtantly com- 
manded the triumphs for that day to break 


off, and ſo the gener * depart- 


ed. 

The rumour of this was noiſed abroad, 
and almoſt in the court no other news, but 
the vanquifhing on the Cicilians. 


Our three young princes, Thalmeno, 


Palmo, and Meder, much incenſed to ſee 


their aſſociates defeated, animating their 
breaſts with honour, - 3 and magnani- 
mity; tney at laſt reſolveq, next mon 

ing privately in perſon, in deſpight of 
all the effects of fortune, to. n.aintain the 
combat. 
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with fixed ftars, and roſes of fine gold; 

and the better to bring about their 40 85 
they under-hand ſo ſecretly wrought with 
the king, that the next morning, to de- 
cide the combat, there ſhould be on each 
fide elected three champions, whereof, who- 
ſoever remained conqueror, ſhould be in- 
veſted with che Olympian 1 of vic- 
tory. 


in the purple ſæy, but the drums traverſing 
the ſtreets, advertiſed all, as well natives 
as foreigners, of the king 8 intended reſo- 
lutions. 
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the three princes intention, prepared them- 
ſelves for the combate, and ſo likewiſe did 
the ſtrangers, among whom they elected 
three magnanimous princes, whoſe names 
anon ſhall be related. 
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princeſſes, with the reſt of the nobility, 
were again ſeated in the theatre, burning 
with deſire, to know on which tide fortune 
would incline. 


Upon which determination, they went 
to the king's armoury, and choſe each of 
them a ſett of very rich armour, imboſs'd 


Whereupon Aurora no ſooner appear'd 


The Cicilian knights not knowing of 


In "RG lo king, queen, ind three 


The 


— 
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The herald no ſooner ſounded to the 


combate, but three ſtrange champions en- 
tered the liſt, being gallantly mounted 


in ſilver armour, enamelled with azure, 


their plumes all white and blue, prefigu- | 


ring hope. 


On the contrary part, while the Cici- 
lians were in diſpute, which three ſhould 


_ enter, three gallant cavaliers, being Cici- 


ans, unexpectedly arrived, very richly 
mounted upon ſnow-white Barbarian cour- 
ſers, apparelled in green armour, their 
plumes crimſon and white, diſplaying the 
beauty of their ladies. 


The king and company admiring who 
theſe unknown Cicilians were, commend- 
ing their valour, and martial dexterity, 


commanded them for to begin. 


The two foremoſt having paid their o- 
bedience, giving ſpurs to their horſes, very 
valourouſſy advanced; at which furious 
encounter, they both ſo gloriouſly behaved 
themſelves, that it was difficult to cenſure 
whoſe fide victory did moſt favour; but 
at laſt, the Cicilian making a ſhort turn, 
planting his launce in the enemy's creſt, 
very gallantly bore him off the ſaddle, to 
by. no little rejoicing of the whole aſſem- 


| * | V a — 
5 The ſecond 5 not any ways dic | 
| © Couraged wich his companion's misfertune, 
very couragiouſty ſet forward, who being 
by the next Cicilian as brave! y met, were 
both at firſt very. near diſmounted ; in 
which triumphant combat, having broken 
their launces, they retir'd ; but no ſooner 
were they furnimed by their pages with 
freſh launces, but giving ſpurs to their 
couriers, they, again advanced, where the 
Cicilian ſo gallantiy behaved 11 N that 
at the next encounter, he forc'd both horie 
and man to the ground with juch ſury, 
that the whole aſſembly thought he had 
bid a final adieu to the world: Which the 
_ Fthixd champion perceivinz, with an un- 
daunted reſolution gave ſpurs to his jennet ; 
ſo the laſt Cicilian knight ſeeing him ap- 
. proach, with a valourous courage ran to 
encounter with him; where betwixt theſe 
Warlike heroical martialiſts ſo many acts 
of chivalry were demonitrated, that the 
whole aſſembly gave ſuch expreſſions of joy, 
at the viewing ſo rare a combat, that they 
were infinitely well pleaſed. > 


{ 

\ 
+ IP 0 
iy But to conclude, as the influence of || t 
i time giveth a full period to all terreſtial ac- | © 
* cidents, ſo in the twinkling of an eye, this 
ftrange cavalicr was by the Cicilian knight 
molt famouily vanquithed, to the no little 
rejoycing of the ſpectators, but alſo to the 


n of the king himſelf; who for 
| this 


e 
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this itunes victory, came in perſon to 
gratify theſe. conquerors with his royal! 
thanks; where, being unarm'd, eſpying 
them to be his ſon Thalmeno, with the 
other two princes Palmo and Medor, very 
courteouſly went and embrac'd 'em, con- 
gratulating the conquer of their mann ; 
mities. | 


The queen likewiſe being advertisd of 

this unexpected news, accompanied with 

the princeſſes Athelia, Merſilva, and Flo- 
rina, together with a numerous train of 
gliſtering ladies, came alſo to congratulate 
them; and ſo after many complements, 
and amorous ceremonies were paſt, con- 
ducted them in a moſt triumphant manner 

to the palace, where they were no ſooner 
arriv'd, but burning with deſire to know 
who theie vanquiſned knights were, they 

ſo far prevail'd with the king, that he pre- 
ſently diſpatch'd away a nobleman, to in- 
vite chem to the court: when inſtantly | 
the vanquiſh'd cavaliers, accompanied 
with many troops of valorous knights, 
directed hate pace to the court, where 
paſting the Dons hall and golden gallery, 
they were conducted into the preſence, ' 
where the king, queen, and princettes, 
under a glorious crimſon canopy of itate, 
imboſs'd with diamonds, attended their 
arrival; at whole entrance, detcending 
their thrones, they advanc'd to comple- 


ment them: But our three beautiful princeſſes 
| juſt 
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115 The Garden of Love, and 
juſt going to complement them, glancing 
. their eyes upon their phyſtognomy, immedi- 


was ſo innocent, that it rather was a 


ately perceiv'd they were their unexpected 


natural royal parents : The ſudden viſion 


whereof, put them in ſome diſorder; ens it 
riend, 
than an enemy to their beauties: They quick- 


ly ſuppreſs'd it, and betwixt love and duty, 


proſtrated themſelves at their feet, craving 


pardon : at which amazing accident, the 
cavaliers, ſeriouſly obſerving their beauti- 
ful complexions, found them abſolutely, to 


be their only daughfers; fo that natural 
affection, created tears of raviſhing joys 


from their eyes, being tranſported beyond 


meaſure at this unexpected fortune, they 


raiſed them from the ground, and fixing 


their fight upon each others countenances, 
they a long time remained filent ; but at 
laſt, accumulating their ſenſes in a joyful 
acclamation, Re theſe words : 


J 


Welcome, dear daughters, to your 


IN ſorrowful parents, and millions of thanks 


© to ſacred Jehovah, for inveſting our eyes 
with theſe ſo long deſired objects.” 

Which the king, with his queen, no 
ſooner heard, but perceiving them to be 


the happy parents of theſe virtuous ladies, 
in a moſt affectionate - manner went and 


congratulated them, blefling the divine 
hour, which afforded them the honour of 
their preſence, and rejoycing in their ar- 
rivals they were made ſo fortunate. 


The 
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The three e e princeſſes all chis 


while with tears in their eyes, ſtood trem- 


bling, fearing leſt their fathers would re- 
prove them for breach of du Which 
their parents perceiving, demanded the oc- 
caſion of their diſconſolateneſs; but the 
dying their complexions with a vermillion 
bluſh, ſtood merely ſilent: Which king 
Druino remarking, ſtept to their fathers, 


and related to them, that being married 


without their royal conſents, he ſuppoſed 
the diſcuvery of it, they were fearful, would 
incur their great diſpleaſure : © Married | 
< ſaid their fathers ; royal couſin, I beſeech 
you to whom?” To which king Druino 
reply'd, © Athelia to prince Thalmeno my 


© ſon, and heir apparent to my crown; 


Merſilva to prince Palmo, fon to Blith- 

* gora, king of Egypt; and Florina to 
prince Medor, ſon to Orlando, king of 
Biafara.“ 


Their royal parents no ſooner underſtood 
this, but rejoycing in that their daughters 
were ſo honourably match'd, they went and 


moſt affectionately embraced them. 


King Druino ſeliie them therewith ſo 
well ſatisfied; moreover told them, That 
it was thoſe three princes, their ſons- in- 
law, that ſo valourouſly had conquer'd- 
them; ; which again adminiſter'd ſo much 
more joy, that they deſired to bleſs their 

eyes 
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eyes with the happy object of their un- 
known ſons perſonages; which imme- 
diately was perform'd : For our heroical 
young princes, no ſooner underſtood this 
ſtrange news, but inſtantly poſting to their 
preſence, they very obediently faluted them, 


* imploring pardon for their audacious en- 


terprizes ; which, with a gracious reply, 
was ſoon granted them; ſo embracing them 


in the fight of their daughters, with an 


affectionate 3 they, in publiek 
view, generally ratified that which befor 


was ſolemnly celebrated. | 


King Druino perceiving this unexpect- 


ed heroical meeting, remarking how their 


ſweet martialifts of affection were with their 
ſweet princeſſes happily united, failed not, 
in the moſt triumphant order, to embelliſh 


this royal aſſembly with extraordinary gran- 


deur : So as banquetting theſe foreign 
kings with ſuch princely entertainment, 


as was equivalent to their royal perſons, 


he a long time retained them in the Ci- 
cilian kingdom, to the no leſs joy of his 
faithful ſubjects, than admiration of all fo- 


' reign ſpectators; many days were expir'd 


in ſolemnizing theſe triumphs, the honour 
whereof mounting the ſkies, will till eter- 
nity, redound to the Cicilian fame. 


The three renowned kings ſceing it now 
high time to draw homewards, becauſe 
they knew the publick affairs of their king 

© 15 - doms 


Ie Garden of Tove, and 119 


doms required their preſence, prepared 
themſelves to depart; and ſo gratifying 


King Druino for their royal entertainment, 


and taking their gracious leave of the queen 
and nobility of Cicilia, they at laſt with 
their princely ſons and daughters, embark- 
ed themſelves; when a favourable gale 
blowing them from the Cicilian coaſt, did 
moſt pleaſantly re- conduct them in ſafety 
to their own kingdoms : So as Thalmeno 
being with his fair Athelia arrived in the 
territories of Zanfara; Palmo, with his 
ſweet Merſilva, in the country of Bohemia; 
and Medor, with his dear Florina, in the 


_ confines of Numidia, they all happily there 


lived in the height of moſt amorous affec- 
tion; till at laſt, death ſummoned their 


aged parents to pay nature her due; and 


being deprived from the vanity of this earth- 


ly kingdom, to be inveſted faints in the 


celeſtial monarchy, our young princes were 


in their ſtead moſt triumphantly crown'd, 


where living in great tranquillity, they 2 
long time reigned, to the joy of their ſub- 


Jets, and their own hearts content. 
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